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Housekeeping 
• For closed captioning, click on the “Live transcript” button at the bottom of 

your screen. 
• The chat function is disabled. Use the Q&A function to ask your 

questions. 
• Questions may not be answered, whether typed or live, until the end of 

the session. 
• Not all questions may be answered in the allotted time for this session. 
• Questions should be relevant to the session topic. Campus-specific 

questions are best directed to representatives from that campus. 



Agenda 

• Limitations within courses 

• UC-E & UC-M 

• Credit for prior learning 

• Unit limitations 

• International evaluation 

• Questions and answers



Limitations within courses



Common limitations within courses 
English as a second 
language courses: a 

maximum of 8 semester 
(12 quarter) units 

Physical education 
activity courses: a 

maximum of 4 semester 
(6 quarter) units 

PE theory courses: a 
maximum 8 semester (12 

quarter) 

Students also may only 
take one subject series 
(i.e., physics, calculus) 

College algebra and 
Pre-calculus limited to 

one course



Common limitations within courses



UC-E & UC-M



Satisfying UC-E with non-CCC courses 

UC-English courses MUST: 
1. Have extensive practice in writing composition 

2. Include reading of significant literature 

3. Be worth at least 3 semester or 4 quarter units 

Note: English courses can be transferable but NOT meet UC-E (e.g., 
Creative Writing)



Satisfying UC-M with non-CCC courses 

UC-Math courses MUST: 

1. Employ topics of advanced algebra 

2. Build upon foundational mathematical concepts 

3. Have a prerequisite of intermediate algebra or its equivalent 

Note: Math courses can be transferable but NOT meet UC-M (e.g., Math for 
teaching)



UC-E examples 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
COM 122 English Composition 
3 sem units 

This course focuses on the 
principles of using writing for 
thinking, as well as a tool for 
expressing ideas. It addresses the 
composing process, research and 
documentation, and rhetorical 
strategies for various audiences and 
purposes. Students develop their 
communicative, evaluative, critical 
thinking, and research writing 
abilities. 

University of Puget Sound 
ENGL 227 Introduction to 
Writing 
1 unit (equivalent to 4 sem units) 

Combining seminar and workshop 
formats, the course introduces 
students to the interstices of 
imagination and narrative theory. 
Students read examples of literary 
fiction and write several short stories 
of their own. Students also take one 
or more stories through deep 
revision.



UC-E examples
Fashion Institute of Design and 
Merchandise 
GNST 1040 English Composition 
3 sem units 

In this process-oriented course, 
students combine deep, disciplined 
research with careful writing and 
revision to produce a thoughtful, 
creative, and personally meaningful 
research essay. They learn to formulate 
focused research questions, identify 
and investigate credible sources, and 
synthesize expert opinion with their own 
insight in support of a clearly defined, 
complex thesis. 

Syracuse University 

WRT 114 Writing Culture 
3 sem units 

Nonacademic writing; creative 
nonfiction, memoir, the essay. 
Students write texts experimenting 
with style, genre, and subject; 
read contemporary nonfiction texts 
by varied authors; attend 
lectures/readings of visiting 
writers. College of Arts and 
Sciences.



UC-M examples 

North Seattle College 
MATH 102 College Algebra (5 qtr 
units) 
For students in Math and Science. 
Bridges the gap between Intermediate 
Algebra and Pre-Calculus functions. 
Strongly recommended in preparation 
for MATH& 141(S). Required for entry 
into MATH 120 (N). Central, North, 
South. 

Prerequisite: MATH 098 (Intermediate 
Algebra) 

University of Colorado Boulder 
MATH 1110 Math for Elementary 
Educators (3 sem units) 
Includes a study of problem-solving 
techniques in mathematics and the 
structure of number systems. Department 
enforced restriction: restricted to 
prospective elementary teachers. 

Prerequisite: One year of high school 
algebra and one year of geometry



UC-M examples
Sacramento State University 
STAT 1 Introduction to 
Statistics 
3 sem units 
Descriptive statistics, basic 
concepts of probability and 
sampling with the aim of 
introducing fundamental notions 
and techniques of statistical 
inference. 

Prerequisite: Math 10 (Essentials 
of Algebra) or a score of 51 or 
higher on a proctored ALEKS PPL 
exam 

Arizona State University 
STP 231 Statistics for Life 
Science 
3 sem units 
Concepts and methods of 
statistics; display and summary of 
data, interval estimation, 
hypothesis testing, correlation, 
regression. Applications to 
biological sciences. 

Prerequisite: MAT 117 (College 
Alg) or 142 or higher with C or 
better or ALEKS score of 61 or 
higher



Credit for prior learning



Military credit 
Students must report all colleges they’ve attended and coursework they’ve 
taken (including Defense Language Institute, Community College of the Air 
Force, University of Maryland, US Naval Academy) regardless of the grades 
they received or whether they want to receive credit for the courses. 

UC may award limited credit for: 

Courses from DLI, 
CCAF, military 
academies, etc. 

Military training such 
as PE, leadership 
(from the JST) 

Courses/training 
must be equivalent 
to courses taught at 
a UC 

**If a student completed courses offered by a U.S. military branch, student may indicate their intention 
to submit their military transcript by checking the box in the "About You" section of the application.



Military credit - JST transcript 

Credit would be 
awarded for PE 
courses after 
matriculation



Credit for prior learning – exam limitations 

Beware of 
duplication! 

College courses taken before or after attending UC 
may duplicate AP, IB, and/or A level examinations. 

Additionally, exams may duplicate each other (for 
example, an AP or IB exam in the same subject 
area). 

If a student duplicates an exam with another exam of 
the same subject content, and/or exam with a 
college course, we will award credit only once.



UC-to-UC 
Credit awarded may vary from UC-to-UC campus 

● Elective credit vs. course credit 
● Refer to campus-specific AP exam articulation on the UC website → 
● Refer to individual campus catalogs to learn how IB subject credit may be 

granted



Academic renewal 

• Removes deficient grade from student’s record 
• Done by petition at the institution where the course was taken 
• Academic renewal is not the same as repeating the course 
• Approved academic renewal courses should be marked as ‘AR’ on UC 

application 
• Academic renewal that has not been approved or is in the petition process 

should be entered with original grade 
• A note under ‘Additional comments’ can be added explaining that AR is in 

process
 



Academic renewal transcript example



Sequential repeats - Old rule 

Scenario 
1 

Pre-calculus is NOT 
out of sequence 

Scenario 
2 

Pre-calculus IS out 
of sequence



Sequential repeats - New rule 
The new sequential repeat rule allows a student to go backwards and complete a lower-level 
course after earning a C- or lower grade in a higher-level course. 

Credit can now be granted 
for both Precalculus and 
the Calc I repeat 

Pre-calculus is no longer out of sequence because the student did not demonstrate proficiency in 
Calculus I; they can now take a lower-level course and both courses are granted credit.



Unit limitations



Unit limitations 
Lower division units: 
Students will be granted up to 70 semester (105 qtr) units for 
freshman/sophomore (lower-division) coursework completed at any institution or 
combination of institutions. 

The unit counts include all transferable coursework completed, in progress 
and planned through the spring term before fall transfer. 

This limitation does not apply to units earned at UC. 

Subject credit will be granted for appropriate coursework taken in excess of 
this unit limitation and may be used to meet subject requirements.



Unit limitations continued…
High-unit transfers: 

Junior standing: 80-89 semester (120 -133.5 quarter) UC-
transferable units 

Senior standing: 90 semester (135 quarter) or more UC-transferable 
units 

After applying the UC lower division maximum transfer credit limitation 
policy, all upper-division and all UC units are added to the total unit count. 

High-unit limits and admission policies vary by campus.



Unit limitation example: Upper-division 
A student completed: 

**Lower-division unit total is 63, which does not exceed 70 lower-division unit limit.

 80 semester units awarded by UC.

60 lower- 
division** 

semester units 
at College of the 

Redwoods 

20 sem units at 
Williamson 

College (3 lower-
div** units +17 
upper-div units) 

80 total 
semester 

units 

**80 semester units awarded by UC



Evaluating the galaxy -
International evaluation



International English 

UC does not accept English composition courses from international 
universities where English is not the language of instruction.



Reporting international coursework 

Applicants must 
report coursework 
and grades as they 

appear on their 
original transcript 

UCs may request 
course 

descriptions/syllabi 

Determine what 
degree program 
student is in to 

understand what they 
were working towards



Self-reporting record in the application



Potential summer credit for international 
universities 

All international coursework will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 

Review summer programs carefully 

Offered for degree-seeking students? Are faculty teaching the courses actual faculty at the 
university? In the university catalog? Offered to degree-seeking students? 

will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis

Verifying summer programs and coursework 

If all information is checked, we may give credit for courses that were deemed to be 
transferable



Reviewing a summer program transcript



Mixed record: International and domestic 

Jiaxing 
Vocational 
Technical 
College is 
not 
recognized 

All courses 
would 

automatically 
be 

considered 
non-

transferable



Mixed record: International and domestic 
Jiaxing 
Vocational 
Technical 
College is not 
recognized 

Santa 
Monica 
College is a 
recognized 
CCC 

Non-transferable 

Only SMC 
courses will be 
considered for 

UC-transferability



Unit limitation example: Mixed record 

A student completed: 

30 semester 
lower-division** 

units at Tsinghua 
University (China) 

29 semester 
units at 

College of the 
Canyons 

26 semester 
upper-division 
units at CSU 
Northridge 

85 total 
semester 

units 

**Lower-division unit total = 59 semester (does not exceed the limit) 
All upper-division units added to lower-division total 
85 semester units awarded by UC



International official final records 

All admitted students need to be prepared to submit their final 
official transcripts from every institution attended within and outside the U.S. 

Students can always work with EducationUSA to contact their 
former international institutions. 

RARELY would an exception ever be made for admitted students who 
cannot produce their final official transcripts.



Resources 
AP & Exam Credits: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/ap-exam-credits/ 

UC Transfer Credit Practices: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/transfer-credit-practice.html 

UC Quick Reference Guide for Counselors: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference-guide-to-uc-
admissions.pdf 

Counselors and Advisers Bulletin: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/counselors-and-advisers-bulletin.html 

IGETC Standards: 
https://icas-ca.org/igetc/standards-policies-and-procedures-manual/

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/counselors-and-advisers-bulletin.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/ap-exam-credits/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/transfer-credit-practice.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference-guide-to-uc-admissions.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference-guide-to-uc-admissions.pdf
https://icas-ca.org/igetc/standards-policies-and-procedures-manual/


Questions and answers



Thank you
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