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Applying to UC

Nine campuses, one application

• Select which campuses they want to 

receive their UC application

• $80 fee for each UC campus ($95 for 

international applicants)

• Fee waiver available for up to four 

campuses for qualified students

• Unsolicited supplemental materials 

not considered; no interviews



UC application overview

• The UC application includes seven sections that 

can be completed in any order.

• Applicants can save their progress and pick back 

up where they left off next time they log in. 

Tip: A successful UC application is not 

completed in one sitting!



Built in support 

Help 

This feature provides answers to frequently asked 

questions for any specific section.

messages 

This feature provides clarification on specific 

questions.



Applicant level

Fall quarter/Semester 2026

• Few campuses are open for 

sophomore or senior level 

transfers

• Majority of applicants will be 

applying as a junior-level transfer

• Students with CCC coursework 

only should select junior-level



Divider slide: About you

About you



About you

Purpose: Provides contextual information about 

the student and their life outside of the classroom.

• Start with this section as it contains logic that is 

then used throughout the application. 

• Demographic, household and parent information is 

optional.



About you — Your household, dependent student

UC application fee waiver

• Family size and income information 

provided in this section is used to 

determine eligibility for the UC 

application fee waiver.

• If eligible, the application fees for up to 

four (4) campuses will be waived.



About you — Your household, independent

UC application fee waiver

• Student total income and family 

size provided here is used to 

determine eligibility for the 

application fee waiver.

• If eligible, can also qualify for up to 

4 campuses.



About you — Statement of Legal Residence

Statement of Legal Residence (SLR)

• In this section, applicants can choose 

whether or not they would like to be 

evaluated for California residency for 

tuition purposes.

• Both options will prompt additional 

questions.

• Residency for admission purposes is 

different than residency for tuition 

purposes.



About you — Statement of Legal Residence for undocumented students

Undocumented students

• Choose ‘Yes’ when asked if you would like to 

be evaluated for California residency for tuition 

purposes.

• Respond to the question about physical 

presence in California and attendance at a 

California high school.

• ‘Unknown’ is an available and valid response 

for parent physical presence in California and 

US citizenship status.

• Select the appropriate checkbox for AB 540 

nonresident supplement tuition exemption.
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Campuses & majors

Purpose: Tells us what type of applicant they are 

and which campuses and major(s) they are 

applying to.

• No disadvantage to applying to multiple campuses; 

students encouraged to apply broadly.

• Alternate major selection available for most 

campuses.

• Campuses selected must include the TAG campus 

and TAG major



Campuses & majors — UC San Diego colleges

If applying to UC San Diego, applicants 

have the option to rank their top four 

colleges in order of preference. 

This information does not influence their 

chances of admission to UC San Diego, 

nor is their college assignment based on 

major. 
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Key reminders

Applicants must report all their college coursework! 

This includes courses that:

• Were completed in high school/through dual enrollment

• Are not related to the major they are pursuing

• Weren’t passed/low grade was received

• Were later repeated

Accuracy matters. Students should reference their transcripts when 

completing this section and not work from memory.  



UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)

Benefits of UC TAP

• Creating a UC TAP account and 

entering academic information allows 

students to easily import their 

courses and grades into the UC 

application.

• Applicants should double check 

import for accuracy!



Last high school attended

High school information

• While transfer applicants do not 

need to enter all of their high school 

coursework, they will be asked to 

report their last high school attended.

• If applicants attended high school 

outside of the U.S., they will be 

asked a follow-up question about the 

language of instruction.



Colleges attended

Adding a college

• Enter all colleges/universities 

attended. Colleges in the same 

district must be listed individually.

• Students can search by college 

name, city or college code.

Important: All colleges attended 

(including those in high school and/or 

those outside of the U.S. must be 

reported on the UC application!



Entering coursework — CCC students

Selecting coursework

Beginning with the first term, enter all 

coursework completed.

• Select UC-transferable courses from 

the course list.

• Any non-transferable courses need 

to be entered manually.

Tip: Encourage your students to have an 

unofficial copy of their transcript(s) handy 

for this section!



Entering coursework manually

Manual entry

• Non-CCC coursework 

will require manual entry

• Non-transferable CCC 

coursework would also 

require manual entry

• Should match transcript

  



UC-E and UC-M

English & math

• If entered coursework 

appears to be missing 

the required English or 

math courses, students 

will need to indicate their 

plan to complete these 

requirements on this 

screen.

• Note: If using AP exams, 

students should select 

“None planned/none 

completed” 



Additional comments (Academic history)

Examples of comments to share 

can include:

• Clarifying repeats of 

withdrawals

• Explanations for being unable to 

enroll in specific courses

• Unusual decline in grades

• Academic renewals
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AP, IB or international exams

Self-report exam information

• Certain AP and IB exams can satisfy parts of the 7-course 

pattern

• Report all exams; students aren’t penalized for non-passing 

scores

English language proficiency

• Transfer students can demonstrate English proficiency 

through UC-E completion with “C” or “B” grades

• UCLA, San Diego and Santa Cruz would request ELP 

exam information if UC-E courses were not passed with a 

“B” or better
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Activities & awards

Purpose: Showcases the applicant’s 

extracurricular activities, interests and 

commitments.

• Can enter up to 20 activities including 

awards/honors, educational prep 

programs, extracurriculars, 

volunteer/community service, work 

experience and non-A-G coursework.

• Quality over quantity.
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Scholarships & support programs

Purpose: Easily apply to UC-specific 

scholarships and indicate interest in 

EOP and/or UC’s Foster Youth 

programs.

• No limit to the number of scholarships 

a student can select.

• Not all listed scholarships are 

available at every UC campus.
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Personal Insight Questions (PIQs)

Purpose: Allows us to get to know the applicant in 

more detail; the written section of the UC 

application.

• One required question; respond to 3 of the 7 other 

questions

• All questions hold equal value.

• 350 words maximum per response. Focus on 

content, not style!



PIQs continued

Tip: Students should work on PIQ 

responses in a separate document to 

check for spelling and grammatical 

errors. Once ready, copy and paste 

them into the UC application.



A note on AI and the PIQs…

• Generative AI can be helpful in the 

early stages of writing.

• Authenticity and detail are what add 

value to PIQ responses. Not evaluated 

as writing samples. 

• Applications reviewed for plagiarism. 

Unintentionally plagiarized content 

generated by AI could lead to 

cancellation of their UC application!

All applicants must agree to the 

Statement of Application Integrity 

in order to submit the UC application. 

This acknowledges that the 

information reported in the UC 

application was done so by the 

student and is accurate. 



Additional comments (Personal Insight Questions)
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Submitting the UC application

Applicants should thoroughly review 

their UC application prior to 

submission!

• Only minimal personal details can be 

updated post-submission.

• Ensure all sections are complete and 

acknowledge any gaps or deficiencies.



Billing summary and fee waiver

If eligible for the UC application fee 

waiver, that will be noted on this 

screen. Applicants must accept and 

apply the fee waiver.

Application fees may be paid by 

credit card or check. 



Submission confirmation

After submission, students should 

make note of the following:

• Application ID

• Date submitted

• Payment method

• Confirmation ID



What’s next? 

• UC application will be shared with each 

of the selected campuses. 

• Each individual campus will share 

information on their student portal.

• Applicants should check their email 

regularly and respond to any requests 

from UC or the campuses.

Transfer applicants will be 

required to submit a Transfer 

Academic Update (TAU) by the 

priority deadline of January 31.



Transfer Academic Update (TAU)

Transfer Academic Update

• All transfer applicants must 

submit the TAU.

• The priority deadline to submit a 

TAU is January 31.



Brief overview of TAU

Provides UC campuses a more complete academic 

history.

• Applicants can review and update their college 

information for the current year only (2025-26)

• Applicants must update their final fall 2025 grades and 

any updates to the winter/spring 2026 coursework

• Submitting the TAU is required even if students do not 

have any updates

• Best practice is to submit a single TAU with all 

accurate/complete information!



Transfer admission timeline

August 1

UC application opens

September            
1 – 30

Submit TAG 
application

October 1 – 
December 1*

UC application filing 
period

October 1 –    
March 2

FAFSA and CADAA 
application filing 

period

January 31

Transfer Academic 
Update (TAU) priority 

deadline

April

Transfer admission 
decisions released

June 1

Transfer SIR deadline

July

Official, final transcripts, 
AP/IB exam results and 

IGETC/Cal-GETC 
certification due

*The UC application filing deadline has been extended for fall 2026 applicants only.
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Student resources

admission.universityofcalifornia.edu

Includes:

• Admission requirements for both first-year and transfer applicants

• Comprehensive review factors and selection information

• PIQ tips and worksheets

• Tuition & financial aid information

• Campus-specific information about majors, admit data and ways to 

learn more about each UC campus. 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/


Resources

Counselor website 

& resource library

“Presenting Yourself” 

presentation PDF

We’re here to help!

AskUC@ucop.edu

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/resource-library.html


UC Application Center

ucinfo@applyucsupport.net

Phone: (800) 207-1710 (U.S.) | (925) 298-6856 (Outside U.S.)

Helpdesk hours

• November 17–21: Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. PST

• November 22–23: Saturday – Sunday, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. PST

• November 24–26: Monday – Wednesday, 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. PST

• November 27: Thursday – closed

• November 28–29: Friday – Saturday, 7 a.m. – 11 p.m. PST

• November 30 – December 1: Sunday – Monday, 7 a.m. – midnight 

PST

• December 2: Tuesday 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. PST



Q&A
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