
Welcome to the UC Counselor 

Conference! 

September 2026



UC Office of the President (UCOP) 

and UC campus updates

September 2026



Fall 2026 admission highlights 

INCREASING ACCESS FOR CA 

STUDENTS 

• All-time high number of admitted CA 

first-years 

• Admission rate increased to 78% this 

year, up from 77% last year 

• Low-income students: 43% of admits 

• First-generation students: 41% of 

admits 

Admitted CA Resident First-Years

85,254

90,053
93,998

100,570 102,031

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026**

Admitted CA Resident First-Years



UC admissions policy 

review



UC admissions requirements review 

• BOARS will oversee the review of the use of standardized testing. 

• Report will be completed by February 2027. 

• Board of Regents will receive recommendations by June 2027. 

• BOARS will review A-G course requirements. 

• Initial report will be completed by May 2027. 

• Board of Regents will consider at a later date TBD.



Current status 

• No change to admissions 

requirements for students 

applying this November for 

admission to fall 2027. 

• Admissions requirements for 

admission to fall 2028 and 

beyond is TBD. 

Any changes approved by the 

UC Board of Regents will be 

publicized to students, 

families, counselors, and 

schools as soon as confirmed.



Area C (mathematics) validation rules 

Changes to validation rules are taking effect 

beginning in fall 2026. 

• Courses in the “Statistics” and 

“Additional Math” disciplines will no 

longer validate Algebra II/Math III. 

• Validation of (single-subject) geometry 

grade deficiency by a higher-level course 

no longer allowed. 

The applicable math validation 

rules are based on when a 

student completes the 

higher-level course, not their 

intended application or entry 

term to UC. 



CSU LOTE and VPA changes for fall 2027 applicants 

A-G Area Old Requirement New Requirement 

E. Language Other than English 

(LOTE) 

2 years required: Two years 

or through the second level 

of high school instruction in 

the same language 

2 years required: Two years or 

through the second level of HS 

instruction in the same 

language or 2 one-year 

courses through the first level 

of HS instruction 

F. Visual and Performing Arts 1 yearlong course or 2 

semester courses from the 

same discipline 

1 yearlong course or 2 

semester courses



TOEFL score changes 

• ETS changed the scoring scale for the iBT exam. 

• Old test: 0–120 scale, UC required 80 or higher 

• As of January 2026, the new scale is 1–6 with 0.5 increments. 

• 4.5 is the new minimum score, effective January 2026. 

• Campuses have the flexibility to raise their minimum score above 4.5 based on their 

campus goals and needs.



New Advanced Placement (AP) courses 

• AP Business with Personal Finance (Area G) 

• AP Research (Area B) 

• Note: There is also an existing Area G version of this course. Schools may offer 

it as an English (Area B) course if it is appropriate for their local context. 

• For out-of-state applicants or for applicants attending schools without approved 

A-G course lists, this course will be counted in Area B. 

• No UC credit granted from these two AP exams. 

• Note: Score of 3 on AP Seminar or Research satisfies ELWR.



Dual enrollment resource 

NEW RESOURCE! A-G AND CAL-

GETC INTERSECTIONS 

Outlines how Cal-GETC approved CCC 

courses can fulfill requirements. 

What to know: 

• Intersections is not inclusive of all 

UC-transferable courses. 

• Cal-GETC certification is neither 

required nor expected of first-year 

applicants. 

• This guidance supersedes 

information found in the 2013–14 

CCC A-G course lists (which will no 

longer be available after August 

2026).

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/a-g-cal-getc-intersections-dual-enrollment.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/a-g-cal-getc-intersections-dual-enrollment.pdf


Application deadline to submit 

SUBMISSION PERIOD 

• October 1–November 30 

FILING DEADLINE 

• Monday, November 30, 2026



College coursework instructions 

FIRST-YEAR APPLICANTS WITH 

COLLEGE COURSES 

• Additional instructions on how 

to report college/dual 

enrollment coursework 

• Applicant reminder to report 

college coursework (failure to 

do so may lead to application 

cancellation)



AI as a tool not a replacement 

A USEFUL TOOL 

• Organize thoughts 

• Resource, not a source 

STATEMENT OF APPLICATION INTEGRITY 

AN INTERVIEW, NOT AN ESSAY 

• Student’s voice 

• Student’s experience 

• Short, direct responses



CCGI integration 

CALIFORNIA COLLEGE GUIDANCE INITIATIVE 

(CCGI) 

• All CA public high school students have accounts at 

CaliforniaColleges.edu. 

• Students in partner districts can launch the UC 

application and import their high school courses and 

grades using their Statewide Student Identifier 

(SSID) directly from CaliforniaColleges.edu. 

• Visit www.californiacolleges.edu for more 

information.

http://www.californiacolleges.edu/
http://CaliforniaColleges.edu
http://CaliforniaColleges.edu


Non-UC fee waiver checkbox 

• Applicants indicate external fee waivers (e.g., NACAC, College Board) within the 

application resulting in a more accurate application fee total. 

• Students will follow the same instruction to submit the fee waiver to the UC 

Application Center via email (ucinfo@applyucsupport.net). 

• Reminder: Fee waivers cannot be combined to cover application fees for more than 

four campuses. 

mailto:ucinfo@applyucsupport.net


UC application fee vouchers 

• Schools and organizations may 

purchase fee vouchers for their 

students. 

• For more information, email 

appcenterissues@ucop.edu 

before October 1.

mailto:appcenterissues@ucop.edu


Resources



Stay updated! 

• UC Undergraduate Admissions website 

• UC Counselors website and Resource 

Library 

• Download the new Quick Reference 

Guide to UC Admissions (August 2026) 

• Sign up for the UC Counselors and 

Advisers Bulletin (CAB) 

We’re here to help! 

Email 

AskUC@ucop.edu for 

systemwide policy 

questions

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/resource-library.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/resource-library.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference-guide-to-uc-admissions.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/quick-reference-guide-to-uc-admissions.pdf
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/counselors-and-advisers-bulletin.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/connect-to-resources/counselors-and-advisers-bulletin.html
mailto:AskUC@ucop.edu


New systemwide student contact form 

CONNECT WITH UC 

New online contact form allows 

interested prospective students to 

join the admissions mailing lists at 

all nine undergraduate campuses 

in one place. 

ucal.us/connectwithuc 

https://ucal.us/connectwithuc


Campus updates 

1. Merced 

2. Irvine 

3. Santa Cruz 

4. San Diego 

5. Davis 

6. Riverside 

7. Santa Barbara 

8. UCLA 

9. Berkeley



2026
COUNSELOR CONFERENCE

2026 
COUNSELOR 
CONFERENCE 

DUSTIN NOJI, 
Director of Admissions



ADMISSION NUMBERS 

49,131 
Applied 

46,630 
Admitted 

94.9% 
Admit Rate 

3.57 - 4.16 
GPA Range 

46.2% 
First Gen 

44.6% 
Pell Eligible 

2,700 
Estimated Enrollment



NEW ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

NEW ACADEMIC 
PROGRAMS 

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
• Artificial Intelligence, B.S. 

Open to transfer students in 2028 

• Computer Science, B.S. 

NEW EMPHASES AND SPECIALIZED 
PATHWAYS WITHIN EXISTING MAJORS



CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

CAMPUS 
HIGHLIGHTS 

NCAA Division II Membership: The 
campus has been approved for full 
NCAA Division II membership 

Experiences by SSHA Degrees: 
Connects students with alumni to 
explore careers, network, and see 
where their degree can lead. 

Experimental Smart Farm: An 
engaging, hands-on site that 
demonstrates the future of 
agriculture through campus tours

HIGHLIGHTS



OTHER CAMPUS NEWS

OTHER CAMPUS NEWS 
First-generation student 
takes flight in drone research 
- JULY 23, 2026 

• Mechanical engineering student 
David Miguel entered UC Merced 
with no research experience. 

• Through the Summer Undergraduate 
Research Initiative, he developed a 
system that cooled drones by as 
much as 14•F and improved their 
flight time. 

• He now presents at national STEM 
conferences and is developing drone 
and rocketry safety training for the 
UC system. 

Read the 
UC Merced 
story 

UC Merced student makes history 
with Goldwater Scholarship 
- APRIL 27, 2026 

• Biological sciences major Avinav 
Biswas became UC Merced’s first 
Barry M. Goldwater Scholar. 

• He was one of only 454 students 
selected nationwide for the 
prestigious undergraduate STEM 
research award. 

• His air-quality research included 
designing a campuswide monitoring 
study, publishing a sole-authored 
article and helping install new 
sensors on campus. 

Read the 
UC Merced 
story 

UC Merced receives nearly $1.8 
million for bold scientific research 
- MAY 20, 2026 

• The W.M. Keck Foundation awarded 
UC Merced nearly $1.8 million for 
high-risk, high-reward scientific 
research. 

• Projects explore brain 
communication, neurological and 
movement disorders, RNA-based 
therapies and biological responses to 
temperature. 

• The funding includes faculty–doctoral 
student research partnerships and a 
$1.2 million investment in Professor 
Andy LiWang’s laboratory. 

Read the 
UC Merced 
story



COUNSELOR 
RESOURCES 

THANK YOU!



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 

IRVINE



Fall 2026 UC Irvine 

First-Year Admissions Recap 

Applications 125,987 

Admits 38,165 

Admit Rate 30% 

Projected Enrollment 6700 

Waitlist Offers 18353 

Waitlist Admits 4616 

Appeals 1346 

Appeal admits 8 

Regent Scholarship 

Offers 
1408 

Admitted CA First-Year Profile 

Weighted Median GPA 4.19 

Weighted 25-75% GPA 4.04 – 4.27 

Unweighted Median GPA 3.95 

Unweighted 25-75% GPA 3.84 – 4.00 

CA Resident Admit Highlights 

1,603 California high schools represented 

35% identify as first-generation students 

38% qualify as low-income



TOP 10 APPLIED-TO MAJORS 

• UC Irvine admits to major 

• 54% of first-year applicants applied to 10 

majors: 

• Biological Sciences 

• Business Administration 

• Nursing Science 

• Mechanical Engineering 

• Psychology, B.S. 

• Undergraduate/Undeclared 

• Computer Science 

• Political Science 

• Public Health Sciences 

• Criminology, Law & Society 

Scan here for our major 

quiz and help your 

students expand their 

knowledge about majors at 

UC Irvine!



ACADEMIC UPDATES 

• Engineering/Undeclared no longer offered. Students should instead apply 

directly to Engineering or Undergraduate/Undeclared majors. 

• Urban Studies, Planning, And Policy 
• Added planning and policy to indicate students can enter fields related to urban 

planning, public policy, community and economic development. 

• Reminder: Music, B.A. and B.Mus. 

• Students interested in a broad foundation in music history, music theory, and composition 

with more flexibility for a second major should consider the Music, B.A. (no audition 

required). 

• Students interested in pursuing pre-professional training in Western classical music 

performance should consider the B.Mus. (audition required).



CAMPUS NEWS 

• Professional Degree Pathway Expansion 

• School of Law 3+3 Programs 
• Undergraduate and J.D. degree in six years with a $90,000 law 

school scholarship over three years 

• Participating programs: Campuswide Honors Collegium, 

School of Humanities, Joe C. Wen School of Population and 

Public Health, School of Engineering (scholarship only), School 

of Social Sciences, School of Social Ecology 

• *NEW* Paul Merage School of Business 4+1 

• Undergraduate and master’s degrees in five years with a 

$10,000 scholarship to the Merage School of Business 

• Participating undergraduate schools: School of Social Ecology, 

School of Humanities, School of Physical Sciences 

• Oliver Rioux – the tallest player in NCAA Men's 

Basketball 

• New virtual events are now live! Students should 

visit admissions.uci.edu/events to find ways to interact with 
our staff and learn about campus (scan here)

http://admissions.uci.edu/events


COUNSELOR RESOURCES 

• Visit admissions.uci.edu/counselors for: 

• Downloadable publications 

• Applicant rosters 

• Slate.org 

• Adding and updating your contact info with 

UC Irvine 

• Inviting UC Irvine to your school or fair 

• Requesting campus tours

https://admissions.uci.edu/counselors
https://Slate.org


                                        D E S T I N A T I O N 

#19
Most Beautiful Campus in the Nation 

Princeton Review, 2027 



ADMISSIONS STATISTICS 
FIRST YEAR STUDENTS 

79,048 

Applications 

64,879 

Admits 

4,902 

Enrolls 

82.1% 

Admit Rate 

4.0 

Average GPA 
(weighted capped) 

3.7 

Average GPA 
(unweighted) 

30% 

First Gen 

33% 
Low-income 

students



ACADEMIC & RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS 

DEGREE-DEFINING EXPERIENCES PROGRAM 
Offers transformational learning opportunities for thousands 
of undergraduates through experiential field courses and 
activities outside the classroom. 
From overnight visits to Lick Observatory, to research SCUBA 

certifications, to participating in cancer-bioinformatics research 

and photography field quarters, these unforgettable 

experiences make learning immersive and meaningful. 

STUDENT-BUILT SATTELITE DEPLOYED 
For the first time, a satellite built entirely 
by UC Santa Cruz students was deployed 
from the International Space Station. 

HONORS PROGRAM COMING SOON 
Sign up for our 
counselor newsletter 
to stay in the loop. 

ADT IS COMING TO UCSC!



SABATTE FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP
A full ride scholarship of the highest honor, ensuring high-merit students with 

financial need are fully funded after other grants and scholarships. This includes 

the entire cost of attendance, from tuition to room and board and course 

materials. It is open to first-year freshmen who are California residents. 

#17 
Best Financial  

Aid in the Nation  
Princeton Review,  

2026



CAMPUS & 
HOUSING UPDATES

NEW!

BAY TREE BUILDING RENOVATION
• Re-opening Fall 2027
• Student Wellness Space featuring study 

spaces, gathering spaces, dining, a 
campus store, resource centers, & more

KRESGE COLLEGE RENEWAL

• 993 additional beds for undergraduate 
students

• 223 new beds in 2026–27 with remaining 
beds in 2027–28

• Town Hall on the south end of the college will 
host concerts, conferences, and other large 
events including town halls for students

DELAWARE AVENUE PROJECT
• Opening fall 2026
• Housing 350+ upper-division undergrads 

& 60+ employees
• Student housing will be ~20% below 

market rate

HELLER DRIVE DEVELOPMENT
• Opening Fall 2029
• Will house approximately 3,000 students
• Will include amenity spaces such as a 

market, café, fitness center and study 
spaces



LET’S 
KEEP IN 
TOUCH. 

@ucscadmissions 

@ucsantacruz 

@ucscadmissions 

admissions.ucsc.edu  

Sign up for our 

Counselor Newsletter 
Campus Tours

https://admissions.ucsc.edu
http://www.instagram.com/@ucscadmissions
https://www.youtube.com/@ucscadmissions
http://www.threads.com/@ucsantacruz


THE PERFECT PLACE 
T O  M A K E  A  B I G  I M P A C T   

UC San Diego



FALL 2026 BY THE NUMBERS 
First-Year Admission Summary 

Applications 141,700 

Admits 38,600 

Admit Rate 27.2% 

First Generation 
(California residents) 

35% 

Low Income 
(California residents) 

35.6% 

Middle 50% GPA 4.12-4.28 

Expect to Enroll 
(Fall quarter begins September 24) 

7,500-8,000 

First-Year Waitlist 

Opt-Ins to the Waitlist 19,400 

Admitted from Waitlist 1,100 

Approximately 3% of first-year admits were from the 

Waitlist.



160+ MAJORS 
10 ACADEMIC SCHOOLS 

.

NEW/UPDATED 
MAJORS 
Effective Fall 2026 

• Business Data Science 

• Clinical Psychology 

• Experimental Psychology 

SELECTIVE MAJORS 

• Data Science 

• Engineering – all majors in these departments: 

• Bioengineering 

• Chemical Engineering 

• Computer Science & Engineering 

• Electrical & Computer Engineering 

• Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 

• Public Health 

Select an alternate major if first choice is listed above.



CAMPUS UPDATES 

NEW STUDENT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM 

• Triton Student System (TSS) 

• Launched Summer 2026 

CAMPUS GROWTH PROJECTS 

• New Triton Center – opening Fall 2026 

• Dining facilities renovations 

• Roots 

• Pines



UPCOMING EVENTS 
LIVE COUNSELOR WEBINARS 

Counselor Insights 

• September 22 

• November 17 

LIVE STUDENT WEBINARS 

• Insights from an 

Admissions Officer 

• Mastering the UC 

Application 

• The Colleges 

MORE EVENTS: admissions.ucsd.edu/events 

JOIN OUR COUNSELOR EMAIL LIST:: 

admissions.ucsd.edu/counselors 

CONTACT US: admissions.ucsd.edu/contact

http://admissions.ucsd.edu/events
https://admissions.ucsd.edu/counselors/
https://admissions.ucsd.edu/contact/


Welcome to UC Davis 
Counselor Conference 

Robert Penman 

Executive Director for Undergraduate Admissions



2026 first-year admissions 

104,850 first-year applications 

48,001 
admits 

45.8% 
admit rate 

6,375 
enroll target 

3.79-4.0 
Unweighted GPA* 

4.00-4.25 
Weighted GPA* 

31.9% 
underrepresented 

34.1% 
first-gen 

29.9% 
limited income 

17,527 
waitlist offers 

9,865 
waitlist opt in 

2,156 
waitlist admits 

*middle 50% Data as of Aug. 10, 2026.



Most selective majors 

• Mechanical Engineering 

• Design 

• Psychology 

• Business 

• Pre-Landscape 

Architecture 

• Animal Science 

Advice for Engineering: 

Strong math and 

STEM preparation



Campus highlights 

• New residential hall 

completion 2027 

• Veterinary Medicine 

$120 million donation 

• New Resnick Center 

for Agricultural 

Innovation



Explore UC 
Davis your way 

Start your journey at 

viewbook.ucdavis.edu 

Experience campus from anywhere at 

map.ucdavis.edu

https://viewbook.ucdavis.edu
https://map.ucdavis.edu


Bold Hearts. 
Brilliant Minds.



First Year Admissions - Fall 2026 
Applications 72,542 
Admits 63,875 
Admit Rate 84% 
SIR 6,625 
Waitlist admits 1,502 
First-gen 42% 
Limited Income 35% 
Appeals 8



Most Applied to Majors 
Biology 

Business Analytics 
Psychology 

Mechanical Engineering 
Biochemistry 

Cell, Molecular, and Developmental Biology 
Business Economics 
Computer Science 
Political Science 

New majors - Fall 2027 
Computer Science with Applications 

• Business Track 
• Health Track 

• Psychology Track 
Genetics and Molecular Biotechnology 

Education, Society, and Human Development with 
Multiple Subject Teaching Credential



What’s New at UCR? 
• New Undergraduate Teaching & Learning Facility 

Opening Fall 2026 with modern classrooms and 
collaborative spaces. 

• New Ways to Explore Majors & Careers 
Our redesigned Majors website helps students connect 
interests, careers and UCR programs. 

• Expanding UCR Health & Medical Opportunities 
UCR Health is growing its clinical footprint with a new 
outpatient diagnostic center. 

• Innovation With Real-World Impact 
UCR's partnership with Cisco advances smart and 
resilient technology solutions to environmental 
challenges facing Southern CA. 

• New Virtual Tour 
Students and families can explore UCR from anywhere. 
We have 6 new virtual tours from campus highlights to 
recreation and student life.  



Upcoming events 
Virtual Discover UCR: Preview Week 

Nov. 16 – 20, 2026 
Admissions.ucr.edu/discoverucr 

Campus Tours & Group Tours 
Admissions.ucr.edu/visit 

More Upcoming Events 
Admissions.ucr.edu/events 

High School Counselor Summit 
Feb 11th - Invite coming soon

https://admissions.ucr.edu/discoverucr
https://admissions.ucr.edu/visit
http://Admissions.ucr.edu/events


Contact US! 
24/7 Access to UCR Information...At Your 
Fingertips! 
Text (909) 323-0887 – Chatbot texting 

Counselor Webpage: 
Admissions.ucr.edu/counselors 

Publications Request: 
admissions.ucr.edu/publications 

admissions.ucr.edu/ask @lifeatUCR

https://admissions.ucr.edu/counselors
https://admissions.ucr.edu/publications
https://admissions.ucr.edu/ask


Update Your Department Name Here

Fall 2026 

UC Counselor Conference 2026 
Cuca Acosta, Executive Director of Admissions 

Office of Admissions



Update Your Department Name Here

New/Changes to Majors: 

• Major Starting F26: Artificial Intelligence, BS 

• Major Starting F27: Education & Society, BA 

• Minor Starting F26: Environmental Humanities 

• Minor Starting F26: Child Studies 

• Minor Starting F26: Health Humanities 

• Update F27: Portfolio required for Theater, BA (Emphasis on Design) 

• Update F26: Discontinue Chinese and Japanese 

• Update F26: Asian Studies  East Asian Studies 

• Update F26: CCS Computing  Computer Science 

• Update F26: Classics, BA (Emphasis on Ancient 
Greek Philosophy  Ancient Greek and Roman Philosophy)

Office of Admissions

             

             

             



Update Your Department Name Here

Campus Updates 

• UCSB Division 1 Athletics is moving to the West Coast Conference (WCC) 
in the 2027-2028 school year 

• Housing Updates: 2-year housing guarantee for first-year students
- Santa Rosa Residence Hall construction started in June, Fall 2028
- San Benito housing is on track—2,224 new beds opening Fall 2027

Office of AdmissionsOffice of Admissions



Update Your Department Name Here

Counselor Connect 

View our F27 UC 
Application playlist. 
youtube.com/ucsb4me 

We have new 
pre-college programs! 

summer.ucsb.edu/programs/pre-college 

Join Counselor webinars 
& suggest topics! 

admissions.ucsb.edu/counselor-
resources 

Meet Our Team: 
New staff! 
admissions.ucsb.edu/meet-your-
counselor

Office of Admissions

https://www.youtube.com/ucsb4me
https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/counselor-resources
https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/counselor-resources
https://summer.ucsb.edu/programs/pre-college
https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/meet-your-counselor
https://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/meet-your-counselor


Update Your Department Name Here

The Numbers 

Fall 2026 First-Year 
• Application Numbers: 108,513 
• Admissions Count: 47,715 
• Admission Rate: 44% 
• UC GPA: 4.15 (Weighted & Capped ) 
• Projected Enrollment: ~5,125 

• Appeals Received: 860 
• Appeals Approved: 9 
• Most Applied to Majors: Biology, Undeclared and 

Psychological & Brain Sciences 

Office of AdmissionsOffice of Admissions



Update Your Department Name Here

UC SANTA BARBARA



Ffiona Rees | Executive Director



FALL 2026 ADMISSION RECAP 

First-Year Admission Data 

146,700 
apps 

15,942 
admits 

11% 
admit rate 

6,775 
enroll target 

19,293 
waitlist 
offers 

11,352 
waitlist 
opt-ins 

1,036 
waitlist 
admits 

1,463 
appeals 
received 

1 
appeal 
admit 

Academic 

Admit Statistics 

UNWEIGHTED 

GPA 
3.95 
average 

CAPPED 

GPA 4.24 
average 

LOW 
INCOME 

23% 

FIRST 

GEN 21% 

(data as of 8/18/2026)



ADMISSION BY COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Apps Admits Admit Rate 

Total First-Year 146,700 15,942 11% 

UCLA College 102,709 13,020 13% 

Engineering 30,499 2,279 7% 

Theater, Film & TV 3,135 149 5% 

Arts & Architecture 3,289 176 5% 

Music 1,199 281 23% 

Nursing 5,869 37 1%



REFLECTIONS ON FALL 2026 

Slight increase in non-residents 

9% Increase in Transfer Applications 

List all coursework – including Dual Enrollment! 

• National Clearinghouse project 

• Expectation of maintaining rigor, courses & grades 

• Can't repeat transferable college courses 

• Could impact major choice – factored into major GPA 

• First-Year or Transfer applicant?



WHAT’S NEW AND NOTEWORTHY 

New Programs 

Majors 

• Digital Humanities 

• Arts & Architecture (BA)
- Computational Art

- Design

- Games 

Minors 

• Health Humanities 

• Real Estate 

• Sports Leadership & Mgmt 

UCLA Admission Events page 

Olympic Village 2028 

WACAC Free membership for 

public school counselors & CBO's 

Join our 

Counselor 

Network



Presented by John Marfield, Ph.D. 

Assistant Vice Chancellor and 

Director of Undergraduate Admissions 
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://localwiki.org/berkeley/University_of_California,_Berkeley/_files/sather%20gate.JPG/_info/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Cycle Summary 
• Record-breaking Volume & Yield: Processed over 159,000 applications 

with consistently high yield at over 51%, and minimal melt. 

• Commitment to Native American Thriving Initiatives: As the first UC 

campus to host College Horizons, we welcomed 121 Native American and 

Alaska Native high school students and more than 60 college 

representatives for a five-day experience focused on expanding college 

access for Native students. 

• Meeting Students Where They Are: Expanding Virtual Engagement: 

UC Berkeley Unlocked, a series of virtual comprehensive application 

workshops and informational sessions. Do you want us to engage with your 

students virtually? Connect with us to explore opportunities to partner. 

• CBO & Counselor Engagement: Strengthening counselor and CBO 

relationships through regional events, training, UC collaboration, and 

interactive programming across Los Angeles, Claremont, Merced, and San 

Diego.



By the Numbers 

• 133,157 – First-year Applicants 

• 13,919 – Admits 

• 10.5% - Admit Rate 

• 5,170 – Waitlist Opt-Ins 

• 411 – Waitlist Admits 

• Middle 50% unweighted range is 3.91 – 4.00 

• Weighted range is 4.36 – 4.73 

• Expected Enrollment – 6,477



Academic Facilities 

Updates 

• College of Computing, Data 

Science, and Society (CDSS) 

Gateway 

• Moffitt Library Renovation & 

Free Speech Movement Cafe 

• Heathcock Hall (College of 

Chemistry) 

• Bakar Labs for Energy and 

Materials 

• Undergraduate Academic 

Building



Campus Highlights 

• Two-year Housing Guarantee 

• Bancroft-Fulton 

• Heumann House 

• Cal Beach Volleyball Complex 

• Clean Energy Projects 

• Reduce Berkeley carbon 

emissions by 60% by 

2030



College Information 

Day & UC Berkeley 

Showcase 
Saturday, October 24, 2026 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

HOSTED BY 

Office of Undergraduate Admissions in partnership 

with the East Bay Solano County Consortium. 

AUDIENCE 

Middle school, high school, and transfer students, 

families, and supporters.



Stay Connected 

Visit Join Slate.org 

Sign up for the 
Counselor Newsletter

https://visit.berkeley.edu/home
https://slate.org/
https://apply.berkeley.edu/register/counselor
https://apply.berkeley.edu/register/counselor


Thank you
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