
I’m just a course! The UC 
transfer journey
Ensuring Transfer Success

September 2025

A11Y 9/24/25



Agenda
I. A course and its multiple paths
II. How a bill becomes a law
III. Importance of a course’s journey for UC transfer
IV. Working together
V. Resources



The foundation: Junior transfer admission 
requirements

Courses
7-course pattern

Units
60 semester/

90 quarter
UC-transferable 

units

GPA
2.4 (CA residents)



A CCC course and its multiple paths

A 
course

UC 
transferability

UC area

Cal-GETC

Major 
preparation

The transferability of 
courses is essential to the 
transfer process. A single 
course can be reviewed 
for a variety of 
considerations.



Courses can be…
Transferable

• Count towards meeting admission requirements
• Apply towards graduation requirements

Articulated

• Count towards meeting admission requirements and 
equivalent to major courses at UCs

• Apply towards major degree requirements



Levels of review

UC Office of the President Transfer Course Agreements: UC transferability, UC area, 
and Cal-GETC (in partnership)

UC articulation officers
Facilitator role: 

Articulation agreements (major, department and GE)

Academic/departmental advisors 
at UC campuses Articulation agreements (major, department and GE)

Faculty Course equivalencies



It all comes together in ASSIST



How a bill becomes a law
A course’s journey 



Background: Transfer articulation review 
cycles
JUNE – SEPTEMBER
• UC Transfer Course Agreement (TCA) submission and review
• UC transferability
• UC eligibility area approval (7-course pattern)
• Appeals: October 1 – 10

DECEMBER – APRIL/MAY
• Cal-GETC submission and review 
• Fulfillment of Cal-GETC general education area (Cal-GETC Standards)
• Areas 1 – 6
• Appeals: June 1 – 10



The starting point: Course outline of record

The CCC articulation officer submits a course outline of record (COR) which 
includes:

a) Course identifiers
b) Dates or approval and effective term
c) Course description including lecture and/or lab hours, and prerequisites
d) Course objectives and course content 
e) Methods of instruction and evaluation
f) Texts and readings
g) Assignments



The review: UC transferability

The Transfer Articulation team at UCOP reviews the COR 
for Transfer Course Agreements (TCAs):
• UC transferability
• UC area designation (7-course pattern)

Resources used: Regulations by subject area established 
by BOARS, course catalogs and course outlines



Transfer Course Agreement (TCA) policy

A  course may be transferable if it is appropriate for a 
university degree in terms of depth, scope, and rigor. A 
course that is comparable to a lower-division course 
offered at one or more UC campuses is transferable. 

These guidelines should be used in conjunction with the 
general criteria contained within UC’s Transfer Credit 
Practices



UC’s Transfer Credit Practices
Courses determined to be essentially the same as courses offered for an 
undergraduate degree at any UC campus will be awarded credit if the course:

Is listed in the institution’s catalog during the correct academic year

Includes the same or similar content

Requires the same or similar prerequisite coursework

Is offered at the same level of instruction



Regulations by subject area

• Subject areas are listed alphabetically

• Guidelines pertain to lower division courses 
and contain detailed information on what 
makes a course transferable or non-
transferable
• Can include details on pre-requisites and/or 

laboratory or field component

Articulation is an art, 
not a science. The 

regulations are used 
in conjunction with 
several resources to 
make transferability 

determinations.



Regulation by subject area example: Social 
sciences
Transferable courses:
• Academic in content, focusing on research, theory, and analysis.
• Topics covered are integrated into the larger academic context of the 

course and do not simply consist of a list of isolated topics.
• Methods of assessment include a final exam or paper counting for a 

substantial part of the student’s grade.



Common UC limitations

PE activity courses are 
limited to 4 semester/6 

quarter units

PE theory courses are 
limited to 8 semester/ 

12 quarter units

College algebra and 
pre-calculus combined 

are limited to one 
course or the other

Statistics is limited to 
one course

ESL is limited to 8 
semester/12 quarter 

units

College counseling is 
limited to 3 semester/ 

4.5 quarter units



UC transferability review

Submitted courses 
reviewed by UCOP 

Approved
Will be public in 
ASSIST once 

published in late 
October

Not approved
AOs can review, 

revise and appeal in 
early October 



The review: Cal-GETC

• Standards include details on courses that can be 
used for Cal-GETC

• Courses must be both CSU and UC transferable

• Section 9 provides details on subject areas and 
course guidelines



Background: Bachelor’s degrees at UC

A bachelor’s degree at UC is 
comprised of:

Major 
requirements

University 
requirements

School 
requirements

Major requirements:

• Lower-division courses

Major articulation!

• Upper-division courses



The review: Campus articulation 
The articulation officer at a UC campus facilitates the 
course review process for articulation agreements:
• Department agreements

• Course-to-course articulation
• General education

Resources used:
• Campus-specific criteria
• Faculty guidance



A collaborative process

CCC articulation 
officer

UC articulation 
officer

Campus departments

Academic advisors

Faculty



Major articulation baseline

Articulation officers utilize 
the lower-division major 
courses to establish 
articulation agreements. 

• Required or 
recommended for 
admission

• Degree requirements 
to graduate



UC-transferable but not articulated
Simply put, faculty have reviewed the course and do not 
see it comparable to the courses they are teaching at 
their campus.

It’s possible you’d see courses that seem like they would 
be sufficient, but the authority rests with faculty.



The end point: ASSIST

Transfer Course Agreements and articulation 
agreements provide students and counselors 
essential information for UC admission. 



Importance of a course’s 
journey for UC transfer 



Admission relies on TCAs and articulation

Units

60 semester/90 
quarter units

UC-transferable

7-course pattern

UC-transferable

UC area designation

Major preparation 

Appropriate 
substitutions

Degree progress



ASSIST as a resource

• A central source and a wealth of 
information

• Very important for the transfer process

• Imports transferability information into 
the UC Transfer Admission Planner 
(UC TAP) and the UC application



UC-transferable course details on ASSIST
• Courses and intersegmental GE 

patterns at each community college 
that are UC-transferable

• Important for meeting systemwide 
requirements

• 7-course pattern 
• UC-transferable units 

• Lists managed by Transfer 
Articulation at UCOP



UC Transfer Course Agreement details



UC Transfer Course Agreement – IGETC, units 
and UC area



Articulation agreements on ASSIST
• Specific to the CCC and a UC

• Important for reviewing campus-
specific articulation

• Major
• Department
• General education

• Lists managed by each campus 
through their articulation officer



Many choices, which to choose?
• Major: Major preparation, or CCC courses that will 

satisfy major requirements
• Department: Course-to-course articulations or 

series articulations
• Prefix: A preference!  Will also display course-to-

course articulations or series articulations
• General education: Not all campuses have GE 

information, but can be helpful for students 
looking to meet campus-specific GE



Major articulation: General information



Major articulation: Selection criteria



New! Side-by-side comparison

A CCC student 
wants to compare 

the same major 
agreement at two 

different 4-year 
institutions.






UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)

• Academic history:
• Schools attended
• Coursework

• UC TAP uses ASSIST verified 
information to calculate:
• UC-transferable units 
• UC GPA
• Completion of the 7-course pattern



UC application

• The UC application uses 
ASSIST verified information 
which helps students enter 
academic information with 
ease.

• UC TAP import allows 
students to import UC TAP 
academic history into the 
UC application.



Working together
A collaboration between CCCs, UCOP and campuses



Shared work to support our students

Community 
colleges UCOP UC 

campuses Faculty



How TCAs support UC transfer

• CCCs offer a large variety of courses, but not all 
courses are UC-transferable

• Of those UC-transferable courses, not all will 
meet the 7-course pattern
• Beyond the 7-course pattern, units can come from 

major prep, GE or both!

• Footnotes remind us if there are limits on credits

• Taking the correct courses help students meet 
UC junior transfer admission requirements



How articulation agreements support UC 
transfer

• Comprehensive review for transfer students 
draws heavily from academic factors

• Major preparation is one of the most 
important academic factors

• UC campuses determine their own 
articulation agreements

• UC campuses have admission representatives 
that can answer specific questions about 
articulation agreements



Resources



Point of contact for questions about…

Type of issue or question Who to contact How to contact

Technical issues ASSIST team help@assist.org

Transfer course lists: 
Footnotes, courses, 
general information

Articulation officer at the 
CCC in question

Email articulation officer

Major preparation UC campuses directly 
(start with Admissions)

Email or “contact us” form

UC admission policy UCOP Admissions AskUC@ucop.edu 

mailto:help@assist.org
mailto:AskUC@ucop.edu


ASSIST resources

• help@assist.org

• resource.assist.org
• FAQs
• Video tutorials
• Campus ASSIST 

managers

• Provide feedback

mailto:help@assist.org
http://resource.assist.org


Other resources

Visit the 
Counselors 
admission 
webpage

Download the 
“Quick 

Reference 
Guide to UC 

Admissions”

ICAS website 
for IGETC and 

Cal-GETC 
standards

Subscribe to 
the Counselors 

and Advisers 
Bulletin



Questions?



Thank you!
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