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FAFSA simplification



FAFSA simplification

2024-25 FAFSA Challenges

NEEDS ANALYSIS 
CHANGES
• New formula
• More Pell
• Some Pell loss

DELAYED            
DATA

• Mid-March 
trickle

• Late March to 
April

• Delayed aid 
offers

DATA QUALITY 
ISSUES
• Data errors
• Calculation 

discrepancies

MIXED STATUS 
FAMILIES

• ID verification 
process issues

• CADAA   
workaround

• FASFA ID 
verification 
waived

DISBURSMENTS 
CONCERNS
• Summer aid no 

issues
• Fall 

disbursements 
pending



FAFSA simplification

Admissions & Financial Aid Timeline Impact
Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun

Prior to  
2017-18

- - - FAFSA 
Opens, 
Schools 
Get Data

Admissions 
Offers 
Begin

March 2 
Deadline: 
Fin Aid 
Offers

- May 1 SIR 
First-year

June 1, SIR 
Transfers

2017-18
 to 2023-24

FAFSA 
Opens, 
Schools 
Get Data

- - - Admissions 
Offers 
Begin

March 2 
Deadline: 
Fin Aid 
Offers

- May 1 SIR 
First-year

June 1, SIR 
Transfers

2024-25
- - - FAFSA 

Opens, 
Admissions 
Offers 
Begin

Schools 
Begin to 
Get Data 
w/ Errors

Fin Aid 
Offers

May 2 
Deadline. 
May 15 SIR 
First-year

June 1, SIR 
Transfers



Financial aid in flux



Federal factors

2023-24 and prior
Pell Grants maximum 
increased

2024-25 and beyond
FAFSA sees critical 
service disruptions
Needs analysis 
changed  Pell Grant 
eligibility requirements 
changed
Emergency Aid 
flexibility

Outcomes
Pell Grants increased 
(+$105M)
Families ability to pay 
decreased (-$110M)



State factors

2023-24 and prior
Middle Class Scholarship 
Program sees major 
changes (~800% more UC 
qualify)
College Corps
Learning-Aligned 
Employment Program
Cal Grant Reform talks
Other new programs

2024-25 and beyond
Middle Class Scholarship 
funding volatility
Cal Grant Reform tabled
Learning Aligned 
Employment Program 
ended

Outcome
Cal Grant continue to cover 
tuition for eligible UC 
students
Middle Class Scholarship 
fund for this year only.



UC factors

2023-24 and prior
Cohort tuition
Debt-Free UC
Native American 
Opportunity Plan
Non-tuition costs 
increases due to dramatic 
inflation

2024-25 and beyond
Non-tuition costs continue 
to increases due to dramatic 
inflation
Debt-free expands
UC Student Health 
Insurance Program 
premiums increase
Special populations: 
Undocumented, parenting 
students, foster youth

Outcome
$209M aggregate increase 
in cost due to inflation



The bottom line

$750M

$500M

$350M

$200M

$50M

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Costs are outpacing 
increases in aid



Blue & Gold 
Opportunity



Something for every Californian

Blue 
& 

Gold

01 $0 in tuition for most California families 
that earn up to $100,000

02 Path to debt-free UC for the neediest 
Californians

03 Tuition predictability for all students



Results for California students

$2.9 billion
in grants and scholarships available to 

California students



Results for California students

of California undergrads receive 
grants and scholarships, with an 
average award of $20,000



Results for California students

of California undergrads pay $0 in 
tuition because of grant and 
scholarship aid



Results for California students

59% of CA 
undergrads graduate 
with no student loan 
debt

$28,000
National average

$18,000
UC average

UC students’ monthly 
payments average 6% of their 
post-graduation earnings

UC Accountability Report 
2024, Chapter 2.3.2



2025-26 FAFSA



2025-26 FAFSA

What we know
 FAFSA opening date for all students by 

December 1

 Priority deadline March 2, 2025

 Need analysis formula will remain the same as 
2024-25

 Data delivery should be on time

 Mixed status family ID verification waiver 
extended



CalKIDS



CalKIDS

CalKIDS provides 
low-income California 
public school children 
with up to $1500 for 
college



CalKIDS

Current school-aged student 
eligibility:
 Low-income California public school 

students
 Enrolled in 1st-12th grades during the 

2021-2022 academic year
 Low-income first graders during the 

2022-23 and subsequent academic 
years



CalKIDS

Eligible low-income public-school 
students receive a:
 $500 auto deposit in a CalKIDS 

Account 
 $500 additional deposit for eligible 

students who are foster youth
 $500 additional deposit for 

students who identify as homeless



Confirm eligibility/claim account 

CalKIDS

 



Resources



UC tuition and financial aid website

Updated for 2025-26 
including the latest 
information on UC cost 
and financial aid programs



Financial aid calculator

Launched March 2024 
this calculator gives 
perspective California 
students an estimate of aid 
and net costs.



Financial aid videos

New videos highlighting 
the student experience



Resources

Updated “How much is 
UC going to cost?” video
- 
 
 

Direct/indirect costs
- Estimate aid
- Applying for aid



New Financial aid 
postcard
Highlights UC aid 
programs and support for 
our diverse student 
population

Resources



Questions



Thank you
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