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Validation & geometry



Validation

When a student successfully completes advanced work in an area of 
sequential knowledge, the student is presumed to have completed the 
lower-level coursework.

Validation ONLY applies to:

Area C: 
Mathematics

Area E: 
Language other than 

English (LOTE)



Two types of validation 

Validation of Subject Omission
(Validation of coursework)

Validation of a lower-level course even if 
the lower-level course was not actually 
completed. 

Example: Completing a full year of Algebra 
2 with a C grade or better validates the 
omission of Algebra 1. 
Note: A course that was validated is not 
added to the A-G course totals. 

Validation of Grade Deficiencies
(Validation of grades)

Validation of a D/F grade in a lower-level 
course after completion of a higher-level 
course with a grade of C or better. 

Example: D grade earned in the 2nd 
semester of Algebra 2 is validated with a C 
grade or better earned in the first semester 
of Pre-Calculus. 
Note: BOTH earned grades are used in the 
GPA calculation. 



Language other than English 

• For any language other than English, a 
higher-level/year of the same language 
validates a lower-level course.

• The second semester of a course validates 
the first semester of a course at each level.

• A higher-level course validates all levels of 
lower-level courses. 

2ND SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 4+

1ST SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 4+

2N D SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 3

1ST SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 3

2ND SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 2*

1ST SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 2

2N D SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 1

1ST SEMESTER LOTE LEVEL 1



Example: Validation of course omission

Year Course Title Grade 1 Grade 2

9 — — —

10 — — —

11 — — —

12 Spanish 3 — A

Has this student met the Area E requirement? 
Yes. The A grade validates the omission of the 1st term Spanish 3, Spanish 2 & Spanish 1. 



Example: Validation of grade deficiencies

Year Course Title Grade 1 Grade 2

9 — — —

10 Spanish 1 D F

11 Spanish 2 B A

12 — — —

Has this student met the Area E requirement? 
Yes. The passing grades earned in Spanish 2 validate the deficient grades earned in Spanish 1. 



Validation with community college courses: LOTE

Does this student meet Area E with validation rules?
Spanish 

Course Title 

SPA 101 Beginning Spanish I 

* SPAN 102 Beginning Spanish II 

SPAN 201 Intermediate Spanish I 

SPAN 204 Intermediate Spanish II 

* Corresponds to two years of high school study 

Year Institution Course Title Grade 1 Grade 2

9 — — — —

10 — — — —

11 High School Spanish I D D

12 Community 
College

SPAN 101 A —

NO, per ASSIST the course does not correspond to 2 years of high 
school. The student is missing a level 2 course.



Math

The discipline (rather than the course 
title) assigned to each math course 
determines validation.
• Note: The 2nd semester of every 

math course will validate the omission 
of and/or deficient grades in the 1st 
semester of the course.

• Exception: Computer Science 
courses approved under Area C are 
not included in the validation rules.

VALIDATION OF SUBJECT OMISSION

PRECALCULUS, CALCULUS, STATISTICS, OTHER ADVANCED MATH 

ALGEBRA II 

ALGEBRA I 

MATH Ill 

MATH II 

MATH I

VALIDATION OF GRADE DEFICIENCIES

PRECALCULUS, CALCULUS, STATISTICS, OTHER ADVANCED MATH 

ALGEBRA II 

ALGEBRA I 

GEOMETRY 

MATH Ill 

MATH II 

MATH I 



Validation rules’ arch nemesis: GEOMETRY

• The omission of a yearlong geometry course cannot be validated by 
an advanced-level math course.
• College level courses are considered advanced-level, therefore college 

courses do not validate the omission of stand-alone geometry.

• The 2nd semester of Geometry can validate the omission of the 1st 
semester.

• Standardized exams cannot validate the omission of geometry.

Higher-level math courses will ONLY validate a grade 
deficiency (D or F) earned in a Geometry course.



Example: Validation of course omission

Year Institution Course Title Grade 1 Grade 2

9 High School Algebra I A A

10 High School Algebra II A A

11 High School Pre-Calculus C C

12 Community College Calculus with 
Analytic Geometry

B

Has this student met the Area C requirement? 
No, because college level courses cannot validate high school geometry.



Example: Validation of grade deficiencies

Year Course Title Grade 1 Grade 2

9 Algebra I A A

10 Algebra II A A

11 Geometry F C

12 — — —

Has this student met the Area C requirement? 
Yes, because the second term passing grade validates the first term.



Out of state records



Out-of-state coursework: Pass-along credit

• UC will accept completion of non-California U.S. domestic high school-level 
academic courses to meet any/all A-G subject requirements for students 
who subsequently enroll in and graduate from a California high school.

• California high school granting A-G credit for any non-California U.S. 
coursework will be honored by UC if:
• Courses have been thoroughly reviewed by administrators

• Courses are recorded on the CA transcript with titles, letter grades and units



Pass-along credit example

CA HS

CA HS

CA HS

CA HS

CA HS



Mixed records



Reporting mixed records on the UC application
• A-G

• Use the combination of students’ international coursework 
and domestic coursework to determine A-G completion. For 
years spent at a domestic school, A-G expectations apply (ex. 
US History, VPA, etc.).

• Area E can be met with English for certain LOI countries. 
Grade 6-8 Language of Instruction (LOI) can also be 
considered applicable.

• UC international evaluators
• UC international evaluators will assess mixed curriculum 

applications with consideration to international curriculum. 
Report the original grades.



Mixed international grades

Report the original grading scale 
for any international curriculum. 
UC international evaluators will 
apply grade equivalency 
standards.

CA HS

CA HS



How to report international courses and exams on the UC application

• School transcript: Your students should report internal subjects and 
grades in the Academic history section.

• Exam Certificate/Statement: Your students should report external 
exam subjects and grades in the International external exam section.
• India
• United Kingdom



India Year IX school transcript

B
     C
     D

     A

     E

     G
 

     

9th Grade 

School transcript 
= Internal

Report Marks or Grades



India Standard X exam statement India Year X

CBSE Exam = External

Report
         Marks 
           or 
       Grades

ApplyUC
INTERNATIONAL EXTERNAL EXAMS

India YearX

Test Date Subject Score

03/2021 ENGLISH LNG & LIT. A1

03/2021 HINDI COURSE-B A2

03/2021 MATHEMATICS STANDARD A1

03/2021 SCIENCE A1

03/2021 SOCIAL SCIENCE A1

03/2021 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE A2



UK external exams
• GCSE, IGCSE, & Advanced Level external exams

• Report subject and grade in the International External Exam section.

ApplyUC 

D         D                  B                  B
             C          D                          C
                      E     

INTERNATIONAL EXTERNAL EXAMS

GCSE/IGCSE/O-levels

Test Date Subject Score

05/2021 M athematics A*

05/2021 Eng lish  First Language A*

05/2021 Eng lish  Literature A*

05/2021 B io logy A*

05/2021 Additional M athematics A

05/2021 C hem istry A*

05/2021 Physics A*

05/2021 Mandarin C h in ese  A



English language proficiency

If students complete all or some high school or secondary school in a 
country where English was not the language of instruction, they will be 
required to demonstrate English proficiency if they have less than three 
years of instruction in English.



English language proficiency example 1

Only two years of English language of instruction
Needs English Proficiency validation!



English language proficiency example 2

4.5 years of English language of instruction
No English Proficiency validation required!



Demonstrating English proficiency
Students can demonstrate proficiency by meeting any of the following exam benchmarks 
by December of their final year of high school/secondary school.

• Score 24 or higher for the ACT English Language Arts (ELA)
• Score 31 or higher on Writing and Language in the SAT (not including digital SAT)
• Score 3, 4 or 5 on the AP examination in English Language and Composition, or English 

Literature and Composition
• Score 6 or 7 on the IB Standard Level examination in English (Language A only)
• Score 5, 6 or 7 on the IB Higher Level examination in English (Language A only)
• Score 6.5 or higher on the International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
• Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)* examination:

Internet-based test (iBT) or iBT Home Edition or iBT paper Edition: Minimum score of 80 or 
better

• Duolingo English Test (DET): Minimum score of 115
*Note: UC does not accept MyBest TOEFL; only the highest composite score from a single sitting is allowed.



Online courses



Online courses

• Online course offered by a CA high school
• Must appear on the high school’s A-G course list
• Either developed at the HS itself (“homegrown”) or 

purchased/licensed from UC-registered course publisher
• Entered in the UC application the same way as all other courses 

from the high school



Online course examples



Online school

• Regionally accredited school 
• Offers the majority of its 

courses through internet-
based methods, with time 
and/or distance separating the 
teacher and student

• Must have an approved ‘A-G’ 
UC course list if located in CA

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist


Online publisher

• Develops curriculum and sells or licenses its online courses
• Typically do not issue credit toward a diploma
• Courses must be added to the home high school’s transcript with 

credits and a letter grade (principal certification). By posting to the 
transcript, the principal is certifying that the course has the same 
content as their own approved ‘A-G’ course.

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist/publisher-directory

https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/agcourselist/publisher-directory


Online courses: Test your knowledge!

A student comes to you wanting to take an online Spanish 3 course through a 
certain institution. She says that its website states that its courses are approved 
to meet UC A-G requirements, but you can’t seem to find an A-G list for this 
school….

What kind of online provider does this sound like?  

Online publisher



Dual enrollment



Dual enrollment
• College courses are college courses, even if they are taught on a HS campus.
• Students must report all college courses under the appropriate college on the 

UC application.
• Dual enrollment courses should not be reported as high school 

coursework.
• DO NOT instruct students to enter them more than once.

• Dual enrollment students admitted to UC are required to submit an official 
college transcript in addition to the final official high school transcript.
• Yes, even if the college course is reported on the HS record.



Dual enrollment example

Should be listed in the UC app under the name of the community college!!!



Questions?

Resources

Freshman student information can be found:
Freshman Eligibility 

How Applications are Reviewed 
PIQs

Technical Resource Hours: Contact Information
Student Application Questions (Technical): 

ucinfo@applyucsupport.net

Counselor Resources can be found:
Advising Applicants

Email Questions to: AskUC@ucop.edu

UC Counselor Conference Slides will be posted: 
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/coun

selors/events/counselor-conference.html

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/admission-requirements/freshman-requirements/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/how-applications-are-reviewed.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/personal-insight-questions.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/contact-us.html
mailto:ucinfo@applyucsupport.net
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-freshman-students/
mailto:AskUC@ucop.edu
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/events/counselor-conference.html
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/events/counselor-conference.html
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