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Application logistics



UC application overview

UC-specific 
application

Distinct from the 
Common App and 

Cal State Apply

Nine campuses.  
One application

Apply to all 9 UC 
campuses with one 

application

Submit only 
requested materials

No unsolicited 
letters of 

recommendation or 
materials accepted

Application 
fees

Fee of $80 per UC 
campus ($95 for 
non-residents)



First-year admission timeline

August 1

UC application opens

October 1 - December 1*

UC application filing 
period

October - March 2

FAFSA and CADAA 
priority filing period

March

First-year admission 
decisions released

May 1

First-year SIR deadline

July

Final official transcripts 
and AP/IB exam scores 

must be submitted

*The filing deadline has been extended for the fall 2026 application cycle



About you



About you

The About you section is designed to 
provide admissions readers with a 
deeper understanding of a student's 
background and environment, 
offering context that may have 
influenced their experiences both in 
and out of the classroom. 



Contact information

LIVED NAME
● UC application will ask students if they 

have a lived/preferred name
● Students lived name will be used in most 

communication with student unless it is 
required to use student’s legal name



Your background

● Questions about your student's life context
○ First spoken language
○ Marital status
○ Military dependent status
○ Students experiencing homelessness 

(new for 2026)

NOTE: Race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation 
etc. only used for data and reporting purposes.



Citizenship & residency

UNDOCUMENTED & AB540 STUDENTS

• For students falling in either category, “No 
Selection” is an available and valid response for 
country of citizenship

• If no U.S. SSN, DACA SSN or ITIN, simply leave 
the social security question blank



Household information: Fee waiver

• Depending on responses to household 
income questions a student may be eligible to 
apply to up to 4 campuses for free 

• If students are eligible based on these 
responses, they will be notified in the 
“Campus & majors” section of the UC 
application

• Student must accept the fee waiver before 
they submit their application



Statement of Legal Residence (SLR)

• Applicants can choose whether or not
they would like to be evaluated for 
California residency for tuition purposes. 
California resident students should 
select “ Yes”.

• Both options will prompt additional 
questions

• Specific instructions for filling out SLR 
for undocumented students available



Campuses & majors



Choosing campuses

• One application, choose from 
among 9 undergraduate 
campuses

• Selected campuses do not 
affect admission

• Total application fees will be 
displayed; waiver will be applied 
later if eligible 



Choosing majors

• A major must be chosen for each 
selected campus - they don’t have to 
be the same across the board!

• For most campuses, an alternate 
major may be chosen as well.

• Applicants can browse majors either 
by College or by Category.

• In either case, they should read 
carefully and make sure to know 
all options!



Supplemental applications

• May be required for certain 
majors at certain campuses

• Could include an audition, 
portfolio, etc.

• To be completed outside of 
the UC application



UC San Diego colleges

• If applying to UCSD, applicants 
have the option to rank top 4 
colleges in order of preference 
(New)

• Otherwise, college will be assigned 
by UCSD upon admission

• Independent of chosen major(s); 
does not affect chances of 
admission



Academic history



7th and 8th grade coursework

SUBJECTS TO INCLUDE

• High school-level mathematics

• Languages other than English

Only 7th and 8th grade accepted



Adding high schools

REPORTING HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY

• Must enter all high schools attended

o Check city and school codes

• Online high schools should be added as 
another high school

• Courses through online publishers must 
be on student’s primary high school 
transcript if not on the high school’s A-G 
course list



Terms and grading systems

SELECTING TERM TYPE & SYSTEM

• Choose the correct term type and 
grading system for each school

o Term type = number of final 
grades awarded per year

o Students can report more than 
one term type or grading 
system for the same school

[Screenshot of 
grading/term section]



Entering coursework

ACADEMIC COURSEWORK

• Self-report academic courses and grades –
completed, in progress, or planned

o Include non-passing or repeated 
attempts

• Report all in-progress and planned senior 
year coursework

• Do not include non-A-G coursework (e.g., 
PE, Teaching Assistant)

• If students are graduating early, the current 
year should be counted as 12th grade



CALIFORNIA HIGH SCHOOLS

• A-G courses will appear in 
dropdown

• Honors codes auto-fill (if 
UC-approved)

• Grades
o No +/- grades
o Select “NO” for one-term 

classes
o “IP” / “PL” = 12th grade only

Entering coursework (cont’d)



Manually entering high school coursework

• Self-select subject area
• Enter course title, grades and 

honors code exactly as shown 
on transcript



ADDING COLLEGE COURSEWORK

• Report all college courses, including 
those taken on HS campus 
o Only letter-grade courses worth 3 

semester/4 quarter units should be 
reported

• Dual enrollment courses should be 
added in this section only (if applicable 
to A-G)

• Students must submit an official college 
transcript in addition to HS transcript

Entering coursework (cont’d)



Additional comments

WHAT TO INCLUDE

• Explain anything that impacted course 
choices or access

• Clarify gaps in education (e.g., graduating 
early) or unique coursework

• Help campuses better understand the 
school environment

Counselors may also provide their students with 
a short note about unique aspects of the school 
that affected academic opportunities.

Example 1
My school limits AP courses to juniors and 
seniors. I planned to take AP Chemistry senior 
year, but it was removed due to low 
enrollment. I chose AP Biology instead. Also, I 
missed several weeks of school in 10th grade 
due to a family emergency, which affected my 
semester grades.

Example 2 
Our school operates on a block schedule, with 
students taking four classes per semester. 
Due to this structure and course availability, 
some students may not be able to take all 
desired advanced courses or core subjects 
each year.



Test scores



AP, IB, SAT/ACT exams

• Students should report all planned and 
completed exams, even if they didn’t 
receive a passing score

• If needed, students can report 
SAT/ACT scores after submission

• UC does not consider ACT/SAT scores 
for admission or scholarship purposes!



Meeting English Language Proficiency (ELP)

• Students with less than 3 years of instruction in English will be required to 
demonstrate English proficiency 

• Students can report more than one ELP test

• Students can report tests that are planned and/or have already been 
completed. For planned tests, students may update scores after submission.



Activities and awards



Activities and awards

Applicants can list up to 20 activities
These can be spread across the following 
6 categories:

1. Awards & honors 
2. Educational prep programs
3. Extracurricular activities
4. Other coursework
5. Volunteering 
6. Work experience 

[Screenshot: 
Activities and Award 
section]

• Students are not required to have an 
entry for each category



Activities and awards: Tips

• List activities that best reflect 
interests and achievements

• Spell out acronyms that might be 
unfamiliar

• When describing the activity, focus 
on role, responsibility, and 
accomplishments rather than just 
describing the activity itself

• Check the 12th grade box if the 
activity will continue in senior year

[Screenshot: 
Activities and Award 
section]



Scholarships & support programs



Scholarships 

All applicants will be automatically 
considered for merit- and need-based 
scholarships simply by submitting a 
UC application and a FAFSA/CADAA

Apply for scholarships directly within 
the UC application by selecting those 
which match your characteristics, 
interests and background



Support programs

● Students can also indicate 
interest in two of UC’s many 
support programs for students —
the Educational Opportunity 
Program (EOP) and UC’s Foster 
Youth Programs



Personal Insight Questions



PIQs: Key facts

PIQs stand for Personal Insight 
Questions. These are short 
answer responses that are a 
crucial part of the UC admissions 
process. They help the admissions 
team understand who a student is 
beyond grades and test scores.

● Students must answer 4 out of 8 
questions.

● Each response can be up to 350 
words.

● All questions are equally weighted —
no question is “better” than another.

● There's no right or wrong answer —
we’re looking for insight into 
personality, values, experiences, and 
goals.



PIQs: Tips

● Have student write their responses in a separate document and 
then copy and paste it onto the application. Otherwise, the 
system will time them out 

● Write and rewrite! Encourage the students to draft and revise 
their answers before submitting

● “Additional comments” section is NOT another PIQ or space to 
finish a PIQ 



Verify your information



Missing information 



Payment 

● Fee waiver automatically 
calculated for eligible 
students
○ MUST accept the fee 

waiver for it to be 
applied

● Can pay by credit card or 
check via mail

Insert  Picture of the fee waiver section 
of the application 



Statement of application integrity

● Electronic signature and 
Statement of Integrity 
acknowledgements are required 
for application submission

● Inaccurate, falsified or plagiarized 
information may result in a 
cancelled application

● Verification process

Insert PICTURE of statement of 
application integrity 



After submission

● Students can log back into the UC 
application after submission to 
view application status & update 
certain portions of the application



Resources



If you have questions, contact the 
application help desk at 
ucinfo@applyucsupport.net

Or call the UC Application Center:

Within the U.S.: (800) 207-1710

Outside the U.S.: (925) 298-6856

Resources 

mailto:ucinfo@applyucsupport.net


Further resources 

“Presenting yourself on the UC application”

A step-by-step guide to filling out the UC 
application with detailed information and 
screenshots! 

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/_files/documents/presenting-yourself-on-the-uc-application-first-year.pdf


Thank you
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