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What comes to mind when you think of transfer 

students and community college?



Overview

Overview
• Definition of a transfer student

• Dispelling the “stigma" of transferring

• Benefits of transferring

• Transfer requirements

• UC support and resources

• Best practices: Creating a transfer-going culture



Who is a transfer student



A student who has enrolled in a fall, winter 
or spring term at a college or university 
after high school graduation.

Quote

Who is a transfer student?



Who is a CCC transfer student?

Sam graduated from high school in June and plans to take a year in order to 

work and save money. Sam took community college courses the summer 

immediately after high school graduation and enrolled at his CCC part-time 

during the fall. Is Sam a transfer student?

• YES!

 



Who is a CCC transfer student?

Alex has taken a few dual enrollment classes while in high school and will 

graduate with 30 units of UC-transferable credit. Is Alex a transfer student? 

• No

• Student is still in high school

• Has not enrolled in a regular term following HS graduation



Who is a CCC transfer student?

Lisa graduated from her high school in January and enrolled in her 

local community college for the spring term. She then decided to 

pursue work opportunities during the summer. Is Lisa considered 

a first year or transfer applicant?   

• First-year

• Although she enrolled in what is considered a regular term (fall, winter, spring), 

being a mid-year graduate makes her an exception to the definition of a transfer 

student.



A note on dual enrollment…

Students who participate in dual enrollment programs should keep the following 

in mind if they choose to pursue the UC transfer path:

• Course credit and grades earned through dual enrollment are included on their 

college transcript. Students cannot disregard this credit when applying for transfer 

admission.

• Grades earned in UC-transferable dual enrollment courses will be calculated in their 

GPA for admission purposes.

• Transferable courses completed in high school cannot be repeated in college.

• Limitations on maximum enrollment terms and cumulative units may impact 

continued enrollment and eligibility for financial aid.



Dispelling the “stigma” of transferring 

Dispelling the “stigma” of transferring 



Addressing misconceptions about community college and transferring 

“Community 

college is not 

REAL college”

- The California Community 

Colleges are junior colleges

- Coursework and instruction 

at the community college is 

the same level as 4-year 

colleges

“Only students 

that don’t get into 

4-year schools go 

to community 

college”

- Community college is the 

FIRST choice for many 

students

- Students choose 

community college for 

various reasons, including 

its affordability, 

accessibility, and flexibility

“Students can’t 

get into top 

universities if they 

go to community 

college first”

- Transfers DO get into top 

universities

- UC prioritizes CCC 

students in the transfer 

admission process



The “stigma” of transferring and how to dispel it 

How to dispel the stigma surrounding 

transferring from community college?

 

• Inform students and their families of the 

benefits of transferring

• Bring awareness to support programs 

available to transfers

• Validate students who express an interest 

in the community college to transfer 

pathway

• Celebrate students’ decision to attend 

community college



Benefits of transferring 



Benefits of choosing the transfer pathway 

Academics

• Major and career 
exploration

• Smaller class sizes

• Transfer support programs

• Dedicated course 
progression pathway 
options (CalGETC/IGETC)

Affordability

• Lower tuition or free tuition 
costs

• Minimal housing costs

• Special support programs 
offering textbook 
assistance

Flexibility

• Student-life balance and 
responsibility management

• Ability to stay local

• Softer transition



Support at the community college 

Transfer and 
career 
centers

Diverse 
support 

programs

Tutoring and 
learning 
centers

Basic needs 
and services

Health and 
mental health

services
 



Commitment from UC 

UC DAVIS

UC MERCED

UC BERKELEY

UC SANTA CRUZ

UC SANTA BARBARA

UC RIVERSIDE

UCLA

UC IRVINE

UC SAN DIEGO

• UC prioritizes CCC students in the transfer admission 

process. 

• Nearly 1 in 3 UC students start at a CCC before 

graduating from a UC campus.

• 91% of UC transfer students come from a CCC

• Over 75% of transfer applicants from CCC get into 

UC.

https://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/sites/default/files/2024-10/uc-transfer-onesheet-2024-Oct-fin.pdf


UC transfer requirements overview



Streamlined transfer requirements across UC 

Junior-level transfer admission requirements: 

• Complete a minimum of 60 semester/90 quarter units of UC-transferable 

coursework

• Earn at least a 2.4 overall GPA for California residents

• 2.8 GPA for non-residents

• Complete the UC 7-course pattern

• Complete major preparation requirements (if applicable)*

*Research the campus of interest for more information 



Minimum requirements vs. selection

Major Preparation

• Certain majors may have required or recommended coursework

• Consider taking courses from other CCCs or online UC-transferable courses if 

the home CCC doesn’t offer a major preparation course

• Take full course sequences at one CCC

GPA

• Meet or exceed the minimum transfer GPA

• For selective majors, a strong GPA is especially important

IGETC/Cal-GETC

• Not required for admission; may be recommended for certain campuses/majors



UC programs and support for 

community college transfers 



Transfer programs and resources 

Academic resources

• UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)

• ASSIST.org

UC transfer programs

• Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)

• UC Transfer Pathways and Pathways +

• Transfer Preparation programs

http://ASSIST.org


UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)

Benefits of UC TAP 

• Tracks progress towards 

meeting UC transfer admission 

requirements 

• Students can import their 

courses to the UC application 

• Allows UC and community 

college staff to communicate 

important information to 

prospective transfers 

• Apply for Transfer Admission 

Guarantee (TAG) 



ASSIST.org

https://ASSIST.org


Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)

Guaranteed admission to 1 UC campus! 

Student may only apply for TAG at 1 of the 6 participating 

campuses. Requirements vary by campus and major. 

TAG application filing period:

September 1–30: fall term

May 1–31: winter/spring term 

*Note: not all campuses participate in TAG for 

winter/spring

UC DAVIS

UC MERCED

UC BERKELEY

UC SANTA CRUZ

UC SANTA BARBARA

UC RIVERSIDE

UCLA

UC IRVINE

UC SAN DIEGO



Transfer Pathways and Pathways+ 

Transfer Pathways

• Available for students who know which 

major they plan to pursue but want to 

keep their UC campus options open.

• Provides students with a roadmap of 

courses to take while at community 

college to prepare for their major and 

on-time graduation from any UC. 

Pathways+

• Combines major preparation and timely 

degree completion of the Transfer 

Pathway with the security of a transfer 

guarantee. 

Transfer 

Pathways
TAG Pathways+

Transfer 

Pathways
TAG Pathways+



 

Transfer support from UC 

Transfer Prep programing

1:1 Advising

Applicant support

Transfer workshops 

and events 

Summer residential 

programs 

Peer mentorship

Partnership 

Puente Project 

MESA

Umoja

Programs and resources 

after transfer 

Transfer orientations 

Transfer-specific 

Housing

Peer mentorship 

programs 

Transition success 

programs and centers



Transfer admission timeline 

Application opens 

Aug 1

Transfer Admission 

Guaranteed (TAG) 

application filing period 

September 1-30

Application submissions 

Oct-Nov

FAFSA filling period 

Oct–Mar 2

Transfer Application Update 

Dec 15–Jan 31 

Transfer Admission 

Guaranteed (TAG) 

winter/spring filing 

May 1-31*

Deadline to submit Statement 

Intent to Register (SIR) 

June 1

Filing period for 

winter/spring July 1-31* 

*Not all campuses offer winter/spring admission 



Best practices: Creating a 

transfer-going culture 



Best practices: Creating a transfer-going culture 

How to establish a positive transfer going culture in high school

Integrate community colleges into 

discussions about higher education.

Arrange for representatives from 

community colleges to speak with 

students about the opportunities 

available on their campuses.

Involve prospective community college 

students in campus festivities.

Host workshops that cover transfer 

admission requirements and the 

transfer process.

Engage parents in discussions about 

the transfer pathway.

Encourage high school students to 

enroll in dual enrollment courses.



Best practices: Using transfer-inclusive language 

Affirm 
college 

choice and 
path

Highlight 
benefits and 
opportunities

Use 
empowering 

language



UC’s Transfer Hub

Transfer Hub

Includes key transfer information and campus links for 
transfer students to assist in their planning.

https://transfer.universityofcalifornia.edu/


Questions?



Thank you


	Making it clear: Transfer pathway basics 
	Overview
	Who is a transfer student
	Who is a CCC transfer student?
	A note on dual enrollment…

	Dispelling the “stigma” of transferring 
	Addressing misconceptions about community college and transferring 
	The “stigma” of transferring and how to dispel it 

	Benefits of transferring
	Benefits of choosing the transfer pathway 
	Academics
	Affordability
	Flexibility

	Support at the community college 
	Commitment from UC 

	UC transfer requirements overview
	Streamlined transfer requirements across UC 
	Junior-level transfer admission requirements: 

	Minimum requirements vs. selection
	Major Preparation
	GPA
	IGETC/Cal-GETC


	UC programs and support for community college transfers 
	Transfer programs and resources 
	Academic resources
	UC transfer programs

	UC Transfer Admission Planner (UC TAP)
	Benefits of UC TAP 

	ASSIST.org
	Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG)
	Transfer Pathways and Pathways+ 
	Transfer Pathways
	Pathways+

	Transfer support from UC 
	Transfer Prep programing
	Partnership 
	Programs and resources after transfer 
	Transfer admission timeline 


	Best practices: Creating a transfer-going culture 
	How to establish a positive transfer going culture in high school
	Best practices: Using transfer-inclusive language 
	UC’s Transfer Hub
	Transfer Hub


	Questions?
	Thank you




