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Quote

“As we take on the challenges 
that lie ahead we will 
recommit to the values that 
made UC so successful.”
– UC President James B. Miliken



Hanging in the balance: the future of financial aid

Agenda

• Blue and Gold: A familiar name with a new message

• Federal financial aid update

• CalKIDS

• Resources

• Questions



Blue and Gold: A 

familiar name with a 

new message



Blue and Gold is UC financial aid

Blue and Gold is how we award all types of financial

aid at UC and is our strategy to make a UC education 

accessible and affordable for California students:

TUITION COVERAGE

Most California families 

that earn up to $100,000 

pay $0 in UC tuition

MINIMIZED DEBT

Many California students 

graduate debt free with the 

help of financial aid and 

part-time work

TUITION PREDICTABILITY

All students benefit from 

UC tuition policy

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/types-of-aid/blue-and-gold-opportunity-plan.html


Blue and Gold is UC financial aid

What about families that earn over $100,000?

California’s Middle-Class Scholarship

• California resident or AB 540

• Eligible to complete the FAFSA or CA 
Dream Act Application

• CSU, CCC bachelor’s degree program, 
or UC

• Income/Asset Cap $234,000 (2025-26)

• Must be eligible for financial aid

• Amount varies

http://csac.ca.gov/middle-class-scholarship


Blue and Gold is UC financial aid

54%

54% of CA 

undergrads pay 

no tuition

67%

67% of CA 

undergrads 

receive grants 

& scholarships

63%

63% of CA 

undergrads 

graduate with 

no student loan 

debt

Average amount of grants and scholarship awarded to eligible 

CA students last year: $22,000



Federal financial aid 

update



The OBBB Act

Federal financial aid update

✓ Signed into law: July 4, 2025

✓ Senate’s version prevails (less 

damaging to federal financial aid)



Federal financial aid update

Pell Grants (effective July 1, 2026)

✓ Cuts to students receiving enough 

aid to cover the full cost of 

attendance 

✓ Less than 100 UC students

✓ About $110,000 in lost Pell Grants



Federal financial aid update

Undergrad student loans (beginning 

the 2026-27 award year)

✓ Prorated based on enrollment

✓ Most UC students not impacted

✓ Impacted part-time students 

(students with accommodations or 

those close to graduation)



Federal financial aid update

Parent PLUS Loans (Effective 
July 1, 2026)

✓ An annual limit of $20,000 per 
dependent student

✓ Cumulative limit of $65,000 per 
student

✓ At UC, only 6% have PLUS, 
but those who borrow rely 
heavily on the program 

✓ Nonresidents and high-income 
borrow the most

% with PLUS Loans, Income and Residence
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Federal financial aid update

UC is working to identify:

✓ Ways to mitigate impacts

✓ Current UC financial aid program 

vulnerabilities

✓ Impacts on other federal aid 

programs

✓ Impacts on special student 

population



CalKIDS



CalKIDS

CalKIDS provides low-income California 

public school children with up to $1500

for college



CalKIDS

Current school-aged student 

eligibility:

✓ Low-income California public school 

students

✓ Enrolled in 1st-12th grades during 

the 2021-2022 academic year

✓ Low-income first graders during the 

2022-23 and subsequent academic 

years



CalKIDS

Eligible low-income public school 

students receive a:

✓ $500 auto deposit in a CalKIDS 

account

✓ $500 additional deposit for eligible 

students who are foster youth

✓ $500 additional deposit for students 

who identify as homeless



CalKIDS

Confirm eligibility & claim account

https://calkids.org/


Resources 



Resources

studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov


Resources

csac.ca.gov

https://csac.ca.gov


Resources

UC tuition & financial aid site:

✓ Blue & Gold 

✓ Financial aid application information

✓ Important dates and deadlines

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/tuition-financial-aid/


Resources

2025-26 Financial Aid Calculator:

✓ Updated launched March 2025

✓ Fully functional for California resident, 

AB540, and nonresident users

✓ Provides Pell grant estimates for those 

FAFSA filers

✓ Veteran benefits estimates

✓ Additional functionality planned for 

2026



Resources

UC YouTube



Resources Social Media

Instagram:

@uofcalifornia

X:

@UC_Apply

Facebook:

University of California

TikTok:

@universityofcalifornia

https://www.instagram.com/uofcalifornia/#
https://x.com/UofCalifornia
https://tiktok.com/@yourusername


Thank you
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