
Thank you for taking time to learn about the UC admission application and 

review helpful tips so that applicants can best present themselves.

This presentation is for students applying for freshman admission. 
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Before you begin, itôs important to understand the application process, and 

what should be done to prepare to complete the application. 
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ÅFall Admission Application: Opens August 1. For other terms (winter/spring) go to: 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/dates-deadlines/index.html

ÅApplication Submission: between November 1 and 30. Applicants must meet the deadline; late 

applications are rarely accepted. 

ÅDecember Test Scores: For ACT with Writing and/or the SAT with Essay tests (or SAT Subject Tests) 

exams completed in December, applicants must first self-report the test results by logging back into their 

submitted application as soon as scores are received. Official December test scores must be sent to one

UC campus as soon as the scores are available; scores will be shared with all campuses to which the 

student applied.

ÅAdmission Decisions: Campuses may begin to admit students as early as February 1, but most 

students will receive notification of admission via the campusô applicant portal during the month of March. 

ÅWaitlist Offers: Some students may receive an offer to be placed on a waitlist at one or more 

campuses. If a waitlist offer is extended, applicants must respond by the stated deadline.  UC campuses 

very rarely make exceptions for a late response.

ÅGuarantee of Admission: In mid-April, applicants who were identified as being in the Top 9% 

Statewide or Top 9% Local Context (ELC) and met/will meet all admission requirements, but were not 

offered admission to any campus at which they applied, will be sent an email message if another campus 

has space available to offer them a place.

ÅStatement of Intent to Register: May 1 is the deadline to submit the Statement of Intent to Register 

(SIR) (accept an offer of admission) to ONLY ONE UC campus for all freshman admits who received an 

offer by April 1. Admit offers received after April 1 will include a corresponding SIR deadline.

ÅWaitlist Decisions: Early May to early July, campuses will notify applicants who accepted a place on 

the waitlist of the final decision on their application.
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For Students:

Å Begin preparing for the application now ïdonôt wait until November.

Å Start by researching the campuses now so you know where you want to apply.

Å Learn about the majors offered and all the types of courses needed to earn the UC degree 

so you are fully informed about graduation requirements and can plan how long it may take 

to graduate. 

Å If you are certain about the intended major, review the curriculum in the campusô General 

Catalog

Å List of majors by disciplines across all nine UC campuses: 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/files/undergraduate_majors_list.pdf

Å Some majors are not open to freshmen applicants, or for every term.

Å Gather materials that youôll need: transcripts/academic records, list of current and planned courses, 

test scores, awards and honors, volunteer program timelines and hours, employment timeline and 

hours, etc. 

Å Brainstorm: take time to remember all the important things you have done throughout secondary/high

school, from club involvement, to volunteering, to athletics and leadership, and more. 

Å Your short answer responses to the personal insight questions are important.

Å Write responses early and refer to online resources with writing tips and a worksheet (a 

video is also available) to help you get started.

Å Ask a trusted teacher, counselor, or other adult for feedback on each of your responses.

Å All UC campuses are selective. Apply to different types of campuses throughout the system for your 

best chance of being admitted and finding a good match. Information on each UC campus can be 

found at: admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/campuses/index.html. 

Å Campuses use email to communicate with applicants during the application process; students should 

create an email account (preferably one that identifies them instead of a ñcuteò or ñnon-distinctò name) 

and be sure to check it regularly. 

5



Applicants to UC should understand how their application information will be 

reviewed by the campuses. This section offers guidance on the importance of 

the information presented and how campuses will use the information to 

understand the context of the applicantôs educational experience.
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Requirements: All UC campuses have the same minimum requirements for 

freshmen to ensure that all students are prepared to be academically successful at 

the University. 

Selection: Selection is a process at each campus which is necessary when more 

applicants apply to a campus than a campus can admit and enroll. Each UC campus 

evaluates applicants beyond just their GPA and test scores in order to select the 

applicants who are best suited for their campus. 

Applicant Pool: Who else is in the applicant pool? Applicants must remember that 

they are not just applying with students from their school and community, but also 

with students from all parts of California, the U.S. and from other countries, whose 

backgrounds may be similar or different from their own.  UC receives applications 

from students with a variety of attributes: those living in small rural areas, students 

from families with low and high incomes and communities that have high and low 

college-going rates, out-of-state students, etc.  Even if students think their 

background or situation is typical (or not unusual) itôs important toexplain (not 

complain) why, so UC admission staff understand the applicant better.  The 

admission staff need more than just a school name or city to get a better sense of the 

applicant. 

Each UC campus evaluates the application without knowing the status of the same 

application at another campus. One campus will not admit or deny based on the 

admission decision of another campus. 
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Å Each UC campus has a unique application review process developed by its faculty committee. Each 
campus may place a different emphasis or value on the information in the application in the 
Comprehensive Review process. ALL campuses conduct a Comprehensive Review. 

Å In general campuses look for:
Å Strong grades & examination scores, courses beyond the minimum requirements, and in 

some cases, specific course preparation like advanced math and additional science for 
STEM majors

Å Involvement & leadership ïñWell-roundedò doesnôt mean a student has to do everything, but 
we like to see evidence of students being involved outside of the classroom in activities they 
are passionate about ïan inclusive educational experience

Å Each applicant is reviewed within the context of his or her available opportunities:  if a student does 
well compared to peers within the same situation (school, environment, etc.) and uses the application 
to explain that context, the applicant will provide UC readers with a better understanding of how they 
were able to achieve/complete what is presented on the application.

Å Each campus may differ on the relative weight (if any) accorded to any criterion
ÅStudents should visit each campusô website for the specific selection process

ÅUC looks for students who have challenged themselves in many ways: students are most successful at 
our campuses if they have shown academic promise through their courses/grades, test scores and other 
academic pursuits.

ÅWe ask many questions as part of the application process so that we can get to know each student.  
Since there is no opportunity for an interview and because most UC campuses do not consider
recommendation letters, our goal is get a sense of the applicantôs life, interests and personality through 
their application.  

ÅApplicants may put themselves at a disadvantage if they do not thoroughly, accurately, and completely 
fill out all parts of the application. 

8



To complete the UC online admission application, go to: 

https://universityofcalifornia.edu/apply
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Students must thoroughly complete all sections of the application and do so accurately. This is 

the studentsô opportunity to tell the admission staff about personal details that make each 

applicant unique. 

Begin by reading the Statement of Application Integrity.  Click on the link on the log-in page 

for the application, or go to: 

https://admissions.universityofcalifornia.edu/docs/StatementOfIntegrity.pdf

Accuracy of Details: 

Å Academic History: MUST be accurately reported--all enrollment, every school/college, all 

courses and grades (even/especially if a course was repeated).  If a student accepts an 

offer of admission, UC requires official academic records to verify the information reported.

Å ñAdditional Commentsò box in the Academic History section can be used to provide 

detailed information or explanations about specific academic issues ïdeclining grades, 

course selection issues, etc.

Å Examination scores: report results for exams already completed and dates for planned 

exams (including A-Levels). 

Å Activities/Awards: Applicants should not exaggerate or fabricate awards or activities 

because the information submitted is subject to verification. 

Å In fact, UC does verify information that students report on the application. It is 

critical that students do not misrepresent or falsify information, as this is a serious 

offense and will result in serious consequences. Honesty is the best policy.
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Contact information --- including an email address which UC will use to communicate 

with the applicant

Å Students can also provide a phone number where they can receive text messages 

from the campuses

Å Family background information is optional but may be helpful for UC to understand 

the context of resources and opportunities available to the student.

Browser recommendations

The UC online application functions with the following browser versions: Firefox v61, 
Internet Explorer 11, Chrome 67 and higher, and Safari v11.1.2. 
JavaScript

Our application uses JavaScript web page functionality. Please make sure JavaScript 

is enabled on your browser.

Security

Because it's important to protect the information you provide, the online application is 

extremely secure ð so secure, in fact, that older browsers are not equipped to handle 

our level of encryption. Please download one of the browser versions listed above to 

ensure maximum security.

ÅThe application will automatically save information when ñnextò, ñsave & continueò, 

or ñsignoutò is clicked, but not when thebrowser is closed without clicking one of 

the three options. Also, there is a 30-minute inactivity period after which the 

application system will automatically sign off.
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Create Your Account

Å New users must enter a unique e-mail address and password 

Å Applicants will use this same account if they apply again in the future

Å If the studentsôfamily has multiple applicants or has future applicants, different e-mail 

addresses must be used for each applicant

Å Passwords must be at least eight characters (and must have a combination of uppercase 

and lowercase letters, numbers and/or symbols)

Å Create a secret question/answer combination that will be easily remembered 

Å Be sure to keep login information safe

Å Once ñCreatea New Accountò is complete, an e-mail confirming the start of your 

application will be sent

Å Campuses use e-mail to send critical, time-sensitive correspondence to applicants, so 

provide an e-mail address that is checked regularly and will be kept until enrolling in 

college 

Å Remember to adjust e-mail filters to accept mail from UC addresses

Review

Å Statement of Integrity before starting the application

Å Common questions/answers on each page

Å List of Closed Majors: http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/how-to-apply/check-

majors/index.html  

Å Downloadable Undergraduate Admission Guide: 

http://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/downloadable-guides/index.html

Log In

ÅFirst-time users start by clicking ñNew Accountò

ÅOn return visits, enter e-mail and password information under ñSign Inò
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Navigating the Application

ÅThe highlighted step on the progress bar shows the current section of the 

application the student is working on

ÅEach page has an ñInside This Sectionò and ñQuestionsò area

ÅUse the ñNextò and ñPreviousò buttons on the bottom of the page to save 

and move through the application.  Donôt use the browser navigation

ÅAfter the first step has been completed, ñStart Application,ò click on any of 

the top navigation boxes or steps in ñInside This Sectionò to move to the 

next step or jump ahead

ÅNavigating to another page will save your work

ÅIf account information (e-mail, name, date of birth) needs to be 

changed/corrected this can be done in the ñMy UC applicationò sectionat 

the top

ÅClick on óhelpô for access to commonly asked questions and answers

ÅñSign Outò stores the information entered
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Term: Students must select the term for which they are applying for admission 

to UC. 

Note: most campuses and majors are open for the fall term only. 

Level: Students must select the appropriate level for which they are applying. 

ÅA freshman applicant is currently in high school or has graduated from high 

school, but has not enrolled in a regular session at a college or university 

after high school graduation (with the exception of the summer term 

immediately following high school graduation).

ÅA student who has enrolled in a regular term (fall/winter/spring) at a college

or university after graduating from high school should apply as a transfer 

student.
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