Ensuring Transfer Success 2018
UC Campus Admission Panel
Summary of Q & A for Community College Counselors and Advisers
1. What information can you share about Fall 2018 transfer admission?
NOTES: For all campuses, final admit numbers will not be available until the summer months. Waitlist
information is available on a separate document on the UC Admissions website on the ETS Event page.
Berkeley

• Received more than 19,000 applications for transfer admissions.
• Expect to enroll more than 2,500 new transfer students. Use of waitlist possible to meet our
transfer enrollment goals.

Davis

• Commitment to transfer students and continue to surpass the UC enrollment goal ratio of 2:1.
• Received close to 18,000 fall 2018 applications; transfer enrollment goal is 3,200.
• Selection/Admissions was similar to past years, except this year Social Sciences was more
selective.

Irvine

• Received over 21,000 applications. A very strong pool of transfer applicants.
• Focused on reaching enrollment goal of 2:1, and number of admits reflect dedicated effort
towards that objective.

UCLA

• Received just over 23,000 transfer applications and expects to enroll just over 3,200 students, a
slightly larger number than for fall 2017.
• Transfer applicants are only considered for admission to the fall term.

Merced

• Received 3,448 transfer applications for fall 2018.
• Offered an alternative enrollment term for applicants with a strong academic history only lacking
1-2 required courses.
• Some applicants were admitted to an alternate major if they: did not meet selection for their
primary major, selected an alternate major and met selection criteria for it.
• No changes in selection for fall 2018 from fall 2017.

Riverside

• Received over 12,500 transfer applications, an 18% increase over the 2017 admissions cycle.
• Expects to enroll 1,815 new California resident transfer students for 2018/19, almost 400
additional students compared to 2017/18--approximately 1,550 students for fall 2018 and 265
students for winter 2019.
• Considers transfer students for their selected alternate major with the exception of cases in
which the preferred major is a science or engineering discipline and the listed alternate major is
within the College of Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences.

San Diego

• Received close to 19,000 transfer applications for fall 2018.
• Applicants to capped and highly selective majors were screened for major preparation during the
review.
• A number of applicants were invited to join the waitlist which has a May 15, 2018 opt-in deadline.

Santa Barbara

• Made approximately 9,800 admit offers for fall 2018, up slightly from 2017.
• More than 94% of these are students from CCCs.
• Expect to enroll 2,275 new students for fall.

Santa Cruz

• Expect to enroll 1,350 new transfers.
• Some students were offered a winter 2019 admission if they complete specific courses in
summer/fall 2018.
• Some students who meet general selection but not major prep were offered an alternate major.
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2. What are some of the most competitive majors at your campus?
Berkeley

• Psychology, Business, Economics, Electrical Engineering, and Computer Science
• Students applying to selective majors must complete all college and major prerequisites as listed
on ASSIST.
• Applicants should demonstrate interest in the major (e.g. examples of academic and nonacademic involvement).
• If no opportunity for involvement in the academic area of study– applicants should address this
on the application. In general, the campus seeks involvement both in and outside the classroom –
leadership, employment, family responsibilities… all of this information is taken into
consideration.

Davis

• Computer Science, Psychology, all majors in the Colleges of Biological Sciences & Engineering
• Fall 2020 new Selective majors: Applied Physics, Physics, Mathematics, Pharmaceutical
Chemistry (all require a 3.0 GPA in major prep courses)

• Fall 2021 new Selective majors: Economics (CLS) (3.0 GPA in major prep courses) & Managerial
Economics (CAES) (2.5 GPA in major prep courses)
Irvine

• Business Administration- strength of grades in major prep as well as cumulative.
• Nursing- details provided in supplemental app; experience related to nursing field, clarity that
they want to be a nurse, not just using as a springboard for medical school.
• Computer Science-academic strength in major prep
• Engineering-completion of major prep and academic strength

UCLA

• The most selective and most applied to majors are Business Economics, Economics, and
Psychology. Specialty schools: Engineering, Nursing, Architecture and Film are also selective.
• For the selective majors in the College of Letters and Science, to be more competitive, students
should complete major prep by end of the Fall term in which they are applying.
• If available to the student, try to participate in the Transfer Alliance Program (TAP), for priority
consideration in the admissions process for College of Letters and Science majors.
• All programs at UC Merced have required major preparation course work.
• Any applicant who meets admission requirements and complete required major preparation
course work with the required GPA is admissible to the major.

Merced

Riverside

• Psychology and Business Administration are the two most competitive majors. 25% of transfer
applicants to apply to these two majors.
• For students who meet all major preparation requirements for these majors, selection is based on
GPA.

San Diego

• Bioengineering, Computer Science and Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering.
• Students interested in these majors, and all of our capped and selective majors, must complete
major preparation.

Santa Barbara

• All Engineering, Economics and Biological Science Majors.
• Successful completion of major preparation courses and a strong GPA are the largest factors in
the review process.

Santa Cruz

• Students are held to meeting selection criteria which includes major prep courses and specified
GPA.
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3. What are some key admission events your campus wants to share with our students?
Berkeley
• Fall transfer fairs: admissions representatives attend fairs at most California Community College.
• On-campus presentations hosted for visiting CCC programs.
• August – November – One-on-one advising offered on a drop-in basis at the Transfer Student
Center in the Cesar E. Chavez Student Center, Monday - Friday from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
• Webinars offered to assist students and counselors with applying to UC Berkeley.
• Be.Berkeley.edu - Highly encourage prospective applicants to connect with the campus by
registering at Be.Berkeley.edu.
• Registered students and counselors will receive information on upcoming events, application
information, and introduce university resources.
• Encourage students to take advantage of the resource provided for prospective students not only
because they would be better informed but they will also get a sense as to whether UC Berkeley
is good fit.
Davis
• May 11: Decision UC Davis - Bringing students to the campus is the best way to help them
determine whether UC Davis is the right fit.
• August: Transfer Orientation –All students are expected to attend orientation.
• Tours, presentations and advising - Students are encouraged to visit the Welcome Center
anytime during the week. Tours are also available on weekends (Sundays only April). For details:
https://www.ucdavis.edu/visit for details.
• October 6: UC Davis Pre-Health Conference –Provides prospective and current students
information and skills necessary to succeed in health-professions school admission processes.
Irvine
• Virtual advising- Next-Steps after admission offer - invitation to sign-up emailed to students
• Next-Steps presentation offered at various CCCs
• Mid-May: TPOW-Transfer Pre-Orientation Website goes live for students to review summer
academic advising process, Transfer Success program (orientation), and other FAQs
• July: Transfer Success- one day orientation
• August: T-SPOP- 2-day, 1-night orientation program
UCLA
• Pre-advising appointments - Students can check with their transfer center within LA County,
Northern CA, Central CA, San Diego and Inland Empire about scheduling an appointment.
• Meet Your Counselor - A transfer representative is assigned to every CCC so even if UCLA does
not physically visit a college, students can connect with UCLA via email; a list of reps can be found
via the Meet Your Counselor link on the admissions site www.admission.ucla.edu/meet-yourcounselor.htm.
• Events page - Students can visit the events page (http://www.admission.ucla.edu/events/) for
happenings both on and off campus throughout the year. Students are especially encouraged to
consider attending Fall Open House and STOMP Conference offered each year.
Merced
• July 13: Required Orientation - all SIR’d students must attend. Students may register for
orientation as soon as they SIR.
• July 20-22, 2018: Transfer Academy is a residential program. Prospective CCC students can apply
at: http://uctip.ucmerced.edu/programs/transfer-academy
• October 2018: Homecoming - Prospective CCC students should attend the fall open house
program. By creating a UC - TAP account, students are added on the mailing list to be invited to
Homecoming.
• March 2019: Transfer Thursday - events throughout the month, students can meet with an
admissions evaluator to discuss their application status.
• April 2019: Campus Applicant Review Events (CARE) - applicants can meet one on one with an
admissions adviser closer to home.
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3. What are some key admission events your campus wants to share with our students?
Several new opportunities for transfer students to engage with the campus.
Riverside
• The Black Transfer Collective event in the fall and the Umoja Residential Program in the
summer.
• A Summer Residential Program for students participating in Puente.
• Campus Tours - newly re-engineered tours to create better opportunities for students to engage
with current UCR transfer students as well as highlight key transfer resources along the campus
tour route.
• Transfer Orientation - one-day programs that are traditionally offered the first week in
September.
San Diego
• Transfer Triton Day – for admitted students
• Orientation (mandatory) - Information on dates and registration will be on the student’s Triton
Checklist, which they gain access to after accepting the offer of admission.
• Summer Showcase – Summer 2018
• Triton Summer Transfer Academy - August 3, 2018
• Fall Showcases – October 2018
• Campus Tour – year-round, Monday – Saturday @ 10am admissions.ucsd.edu/tours.
• Details on fall recruitment events will be sent to the CCC Transfer Director listserv this summer.
Santa Barbara • Visit to every CCC in the 2018-2019 school year - tailored visits to your needs: college fair,
individual student appointments, classroom visits or counselor in-service events
• Online summer webinars: topics including UC TAP and UCSB TAG, selective majors, and UC
application workshops. More information on website at http://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/visitucsb/webinars
• Visit Campus: Students or families can reserve a space in a campus presentation and on a campus
tour at: http://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/visit-ucsb/tours
• Spring Insight (open house): full day of events including faculty lectures, informational
presentations, campus tours, tabling by academic departments, student services and campus
organizations
• April: Virtual Open House held online each year; event includes video and text chats with
Admissions, Housing, Financial Aid, etc. http://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/visit-ucsb/open-house
• May: Gaucho Transfer Fridays (GTF): Small open house events specifically for admitted students.
GTF events take place select Fridays.
Santa Cruz
• Admitted student tours take place early April each year to give students opportunity to see the
campus.
• Admitted Student Receptions for students (Northern and Southern CA locations).
• Spotlight Mondays are online events provide information about housing, financial aid, student
life, etc.
• Transfer Information Sessions held on campus provides access to advisers along with a tour.
• Next Steps presentations held at community colleges will walk students through the SIR process
and other important milestones.
• COMET program pairs incoming transfers with enrolled transfers in a mentor/mentee
relationship to get answers to their questions.
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4.

What types of transfer student support services are available on your campus after our students enroll with
you?

Berkeley

Davis

Irvine

UCLA

Merced

• The campus has a wide variety of support services for transfer students, including:
A dedicated Transfer Center
Centers for student parents, re-entry, veterans, EOP, undocumented, formerly incarcerated/
system impacted, and former foster youth.
• Most of the centers are housed under the Center for Education Equity and Excellence (CE3).
• Offer transitional single unit courses to assist students with their transition and the Student
Learning Center that offers tutoring in a number of academic fields.
• Free tutoring available to strengthen study skills, make a plan for success, as well as access other
resources at the Student Academic Success Center (SASC), Transfer Reentry Center, and they can
participate in First-Year Aggie Connection.
• Research: More than 70% of UC Davis undergraduates participate in a research experience.
• Internship and Career Center: facilitates over 10,000 internship opportunities per year.
• Community: Students find a place in our community, which is safe and bike friendly, by joining
800+ student organizations, including the Aggie Pack which has over 12,000 members.
st
• #1 Gen Initiative: Nearly 400 UC Davis faculty have self-identified as being among the first in
st
their family to earn a bachelor’s degree – they are eager to help the 40% UC Davis 1 Generation
undergraduate students through mentorship and support.
• Student Support Services- peer mentoring, book loan program, scholarship for tutoring services,
Graduate School Prep Course, welcoming study space that fosters networking; transitional topic
workshops
• Transfer Student Hub - academic/personal support cohort programs: First Year Transfer
nd
Experience, 2 Year Transfer Experience, STEM Transfer Scholars Program, Commuter/Out of
Area Transfer Program, Dream Scholars Program, PPALS Pathways for Parents and Adult Learners
Success
• Veteran Services Center: Dreamers Center
• First Generation Initiative
• The Academic Advancement Program (AAP) is the nation’s largest university-based student
diversity program - promotes academic achievement and excellence through academic advising,
collaborative learning workshops, mentoring to prepare for graduate studies and professional
schools, summer bridge programs for entering transfer students, and scholarships for AAP
students. www.aap.ucla.edu
• UCLA Bruin Resource Center (BRC, www.brc.ucla.edu) provides valuable resources, services and
learning opportunities by promoting a supportive and inclusive campus community; serves all
UCLA students, with a particular focus on current and former foster youth, students with
dependents, students in recovery, student veterans, transfer students, and undocumented
students.
• The UCLA Transfer Center (www.transfers.ucla.edu) serves the needs of transfer students by
connecting them to the university system and offering support and resources such as: offer
transfer students "Transfer Tuesday Study Nights" and drop-in hours at The Writing Center,
Student Legal Services, Academic Advising, Financial Advising, etc.
• The Community Programs Office (CPO, http://www.cpo.ucla.edu) is UCLA’s cross-cultural center
- builds and nurtures an inclusive and diverse community of scholars and leaders who are
committed to giving back to historically marginalized communities by engaging, educating, and
empowering students to develop and execute student-initiated, student-run outreach, service
and retention programs.
• Transfer, Re-Entry, and Veteran Support Service office located in the Bright Success Center.
Students seeking support services should contact Michelle Greenwood
mgreenwood@ucmerced.edu
• Bright Success Center offers Peer Mentors, a transition seminar courses called USTU-10,
workshops on time management, and note-taking.
• Disability Student Service works closely with students to ensure we can accommodate their
needs and facilitate any required arrangements to support the student with their faculty.

ETS 2018 – UC Campus Admission Panel

5

4.

What types of transfer student support services are available on your campus after our students enroll
with you?
Riverside
• The campus has many services specifically for transfer students. A list of resources can be found
at: http://admissions.ucr.edu/admissions/transfer/transfer-resources.html.
• Resources include a brand new Transfer Student Success Zone, Puente Connection Program, TRIO
Scholars Program, Umoja Student Organization, and several transfer transition programs housed
with the various college offices.
San Diego
• ACTA – All Campus Transfer Association
• College Advising Office
• OASIS – Office of Academic Support & Instructional Services
• Office of Student Retention and Success: supporting first-generation, foster youth,
undocumented and military affiliated students
• Student Veterans Resource Center
• Teaching + Learning Commons
• The Village @ Torrey Pines – Transfer Student Housing
• Transfer Year Experience Course
Santa Barbara • A variety of services and programs that promote physical and emotional well-being and foster
intellectual and personal development are available to students!
http://www.sa.ucsb.edu/departments-and-services
• Our Transfer Student Center is a great place for students to begin once they arrive on campus.
http://www.transfercenter.ucsb.edu/
• Education 118 - The Research University and The Transfer Student Experience: a course dedicated
to introducing transfer students to UCSB.
Santa Cruz

• Transfer Summer Academy
• STARS

5. Are there any new majors/programs and/or discontinued majors/areas of concentration at your
campus? Do you have any other important updates to share with us?
Berkeley

• The Fung Fellowship: groundbreaking entrepreneurship and innovations program that connects
diverse undergraduate students with community and industry partners for a sustained health +
tech experience. Newly admitted transfer students are highly encouraged to apply to this
program.
• Students should go to the guide.berkeley.edu to explore and learn about the endless academic
opportunities we have at Berkeley.

Davis

• Fiber & Polymer Science and Textiles & Clothing will continue to be suspended up through
2019-2020
• New Minor – Climate Science & Policy
• New: California Hall – will provide new classrooms by fall 2019
nd
• New: Center for Chicanx/Lationx Students located at the MU, 2 floor
• ARC (Activities & Recreation Center) -16,300 sq. ft. expansion for additional cardio equipment,
enhanced Wi-Fi; Boxing and cycling studios; outdoor exercise space, etc.; Open 5a.m.-midnight.
• Transfer Student Housing: guaranteed housing for one-year as long as deadlines are met; also
assist students to secure off-campus housing.

Irvine

• New Major: Environmental Science and Policy- integrates how environmental planning and policy
may intervene in major environmental issues.
• Starting Fall 2019: ICS majors will require B or better in major prep with minimum

cumulative GPA of 3.0.
• Starting Fall 2020: Pharmaceutical Sciences - additional courses will be required with
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letter grades of B or better: 1 year O Chem, 1 sem Genetics, 1 sem Biochem, 1 sem
Molecular Biology
UCLA

• New Major: Music Education B.A. available in fall 2018 in Herb Alpert School of Music
• New Major: Climate Studies B.S. available in Spring 2019 in the College of Letters & Science
• New Major: Public Affairs B.A. available in fall 2018 in the Luskin School of Public Affairs

5. Are there any new majors/programs and/or discontinued majors/areas of concentration at your
campus? Do you have any other important updates to share with us?
Merced

• New Major: Critical Race & Ethnic Studies
• New Program: Transfer Scholar Program where 50 transfer students are guaranteed $20K for two
years in gift aid.
• 2020 Project: This fall a new academic building to house new classrooms and labs and a new
dining facility will open; for more information https://merced2020.ucmerced.edu/

Riverside

• New Undergraduate Major: Education, Society, and Human Development (within the Graduate
School of Education).
• New Graduate School of Public Policy: now administers the undergraduate Public Policy major
• New Regent Scholarship: specifically for transfer students
• Refreshed transfer admissions website (http://admissions.ucr.edu/admissions/transfer) easier to
navigate, highlights many transfer specific resources, including multiple testimonials from a
diverse group of UC Riverside transfer students.

San Diego

• New Majors:
Business Psychology B.S. (Psychology Department)
Oceanic and Atmospheric Sciences B.S. (Scripps Institution of Oceanography)
Real Estate and Development (RED) B.S. (Urban Studies and Planning Program)
• First Generation Initiative: Triton Firsts
• Co-Curricular Record: highlights student involvement and achievement as part of the transcript
• Housing Guarantee: Sierra Madre Village and San Joaquin Village housing communities now open
provides new transfer students with a unique (all-upper division students) living experience.
Transfer students living in these communities: two-year housing guarantee
• Transfer Boost Program: free summer program provides incoming transfer students knowledge
and skills needed to begin the academic year with confidence; introduces students to helpful
resources and connect them with fellow transfer students
http://transfercenter.ucsb.edu/news/summer

Santa Barbara

Santa Cruz

• New: Science Education B.S., Applied Linguistics and Multilingualism B.A., Geology concentration
in the Earth Sciences B.S.
• Discontinuation: Assistive Technology: Cognitive/Perceptual Concentration under Bioengineering,
Bioeducation Concentration under Biology, Science Education Concentration under Earth Science,
Theoretical Linguistics Concentration under Linguistics and Physics Education B.S.

6. Does your campus have any TAG updates to share with us? [Note: The TAG Matrix will be updated and

posted in July]
Berkeley
UC Berkeley does not participate in the Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) Program.
Davis

• Continues to complete pre-evaluations on TAG applicants in order to ensure that applicants have
the specific requirements to meet selection.
• Effective fall 2019: CCC counselors can chose to “opt out” of participation in the TAG review
process or continue with screening. All levels of services and access related to UC Davis TAG, TAG
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tools and access to the TAG applications will still be available to you.
• Strongly encourage CCC counselors to continue to utilize all of the communication and
academic record view tools while staying connected to students whether or not the CCC opts
out to ensure that CCC students have guided transfer support.

No changes/updates for TAG

Irvine

6
UCLA

Does your campus have any TAG updates to share with us? [Note: The TAG Matrix will be updated
and posted in July]
UCLA does not participate in the Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) Program.

Riverside

Open for spring TAG May 1-30 and fall TAG Sept. 1-30. Please visit our website to see TAG criteria:
http://admissions.ucmerced.edu/tag
The new major, Education, Society, and Human Development, is available for a TAG.

San Diego

UC San Diego does not participate in the Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) Program.

Santa Barbara

TAG program will remain the same with a 3.2 minimum GPA. Note that provisions of the TAG
include major preparations in many majors. More information:
http://admissions.sa.ucsb.edu/applying/transfer/tag for details.

Santa Cruz

Reminder: the campus will no longer conduct an early review and notification as part of the TAG.

Merced

Notes:
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